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Objective: Criticism and review of the views of Islamic scholars in the
interpretation of Quranic verses related to women determines the role and
position of these scholars in enlightening thoughts and developing the basis of
discussions. Feiz Kashani, one of the Shiite interpreters of the 11th century,
proposes new discussions which are different from the famous perspective.
Method: Considering the special position of Feiz Kashani's thoughts among
Muslim scholars, the present study was conducted with the aim of reviewing his
theories about the most important interpretive challenges in the field of women's
studies using an analytical-documentary method and library data.
Results/Conclusion: The most important positional findings of this interpreter
indicate women's inclination towards lust and material things, women's weakness
in the power of reason and prudence, the parasitic nature of women's creation,
and the scarcity of perfect women. Feiz Kashani's most important interpretive
views in the social discussion of women are as follows: men's guardianship
(Qawwamiat) over women as a relationship of ruler over subjects, women's lesser
rights compared to men, the relativity of the age of puberty for girls, women's
obedience (Tamkin) meaning general obedience to their husbands, and the
attribution of leadership (Siadat) by the mother. With a critical analysis approach,
some of the aforementioned opinions conflict with some Quranic verses and
narratives, while another group is correct based on Quranic and narrative evidence.
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Introduction

Throughout history, different and sometimes contradictory views have been put forward about the
personality, rights and duties of women. These views have not only influenced men's behavior towards
women, but have also paved the way for the emergence of individual and social laws. In the meantime,
Islamic thinkers, citing the Quran and Sunnah, have attempted to explain the hidden aspects of Quranic
verses related to women. Following the the Prophet Mohammad and the Ahl al-Bayt, Islamic thinkers
have tried to explain and interpret verses related to women in order to uncover the hidden aspects of these
verses and clarify the serious meaning of the divine word for everyone; while the manifestation of different
and sometimes contradictory approaches in verses related to women is a sign of the extent of the
challenges in this case. Therefore, considering the role of interpretive sources on the thinking of the
audience, it is necessary to examine the views of interpreters with a thematic view of the Quranic verses
in explaining epistemological patterns.

Explaining and criticizing the approach of commentators on issues related to women is important
because it reveals the type of perspective of commentators in dealing with challenges, the type of their
culture, school of their thought, their theology, and the method of their interpretation and selection of
narratives. One of these commentators is Mullah Mohsen Feiz Kashani (d.1091AH), who interpreted
verses with a narrative-ljtinad approach and presented specific views on women. This research reviews
Feiz Kashani's interpretative ideas on the status, rights, and duties of women and, by criticizing these
views, analyzes their consistency with the book, tradition, and other criteria.

The main questions of this research are:

1. Does Feiz Kashani consider the creation of women to be original or does he believe in their parasitic

nature?

2. Does he consider women to be equal to men in managing affairs and reasoning, or does he believe

in the superiority of men in this field?

3. What is this interpreter's approach to male authority and female submission?

4. What are Feiz Kashani's specific views on women's rights and duties?

Method

This research was conducted using a descriptive-analytical method and based on library sources. The
data were extracted from the interpretations of Feiz Kashani, especially Safi's interpretation, as well as
other interpretations and narrative sources. To analyze Feiz's views, internal criticism (examining the
coherence of views with the Quranic verses and authentic narratives) and external criticism (comparison
with the views of other commentators) were used. In addition, key concepts such as authority, submission,
and mastery were examined from a lexical and jurisprudential perspective.

Results

1. The position and character of women in the thought of Feiz Kashani
Feiz Kashani has presented specific views in his interpretation of verses related to women, some of which
are:
A) Creation of woman from the left rib of man

Feiz, citing narratives, considers the creation of Eve from Adam's left rib as a sign of women's
inclination towards material things and lusts and believes that this issue indicates the spiritual weakness
of women compared to men (Feiz Kashani, 1415AH, 1/415). He considers these narratives to be authentic,
but some commentators such as Fakhr Razi and Tabarsi have considered them weak or Israeli (Fakhr Razi,
1420AH, 15/429; Tabarsi, 1372AH, 8/387). Furthermore, these narratives are in conflict with verses that
state the creation of all humans from a single truth (cf. Nesa: 1; Zomar: 6).

B) Weakness of intellect and tact of women

In his commentary on the verse 34 of Surah Nesa, Feiz considers men to be superior to women in terms
of intellect and tact (Feiz Kashani, 1415AH, 1/448). He also introduces women as lacking the power of
complete reasoning in his commentary on the verse 18 of Surah Zokhrof (Feiz Kashani, 1415AH, 4/386).
This view is inconsistent with verses that emphasize the equality of men and women in perception and
piety (such as Al Emran: 195; Nahl: 97).
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C) Parasitic nature of women's creation

Feiz, citing a narrative, considers women to be parasitic beings who were not created without men
(Feiz Kashani, 1415AH, 1/448). This view is inconsistent with verses such as the verse 21 of Surah Rum,
which state the creation of men and women from a single truth.

D) The small number of perfect women

Feiz Kashani believes that perfect women have been few in history, and a few of them have reached
perfection, such as Hazrat Maryam (Feiz Kashani, 1415AH, 5/198). In support of his interpretative
deduction of this verse, he quotes a narrative from the book Majma al-Bayan. This narrative is weak in
terms of authenticity and conflicts with other narratives that attribute more women to perfection.

2. Women's rights and duties in the thought of Feiz Kashani

A) Men's Authority over women

Feiz Kashani, in his commentary on the verse 345 of Surah Nesa, describes men's authority as similar
to the relationship between a ruler and a nation, and considers it to be due to men's superiority in intellect
and tact (Feiz Kashani, 1415AH, 1/448). This interpretation differs from the view of commentators who
understand authority as the man's responsibility to provide for his wife's financial needs and support her
(lbn Ashur, 1420AH, 4/113).

B) Women's lesser rights compared to men

Feiz Kashani, in his interpretation of the verse 228 of Surah Bagarah and under the meaning of rank in
this verse, considers men's rank to mean their legal superiority (Feiz Kashani, 1415AH, 1/228). However,
some interpreters have interpreted this word to mean men's forgiveness and waiving of some of their rights
(Qurtubi, 1405AH, 3/125).

C) The relative age of puberty for girls

Feiz Kashani believes that the sum of the narratives requires that the age of puberty for girls be different
in relation to the types of duties (Feiz Kashani, 1401AH, 1/14). It should be said that this difference in
narratives can be due to the cultural or social conditions and contexts at the time of the issuance of the
narratives. This view can in some cases lead to ambiguity or difficulty in determining the religious duties.
For this reason, a more detailed study is needed to explain this issue.

D) Women's submission in the sense of general obedience

Feiz Kashani considers women's submission to be absolute obedience to the husband and introduces
Nashouz as disobedience to this obedience (Feiz Kashani, 1415AH, 1/448). This view is different from
other interpretations that consider submission to be limited to marital affairs.

F) Attribution of mastery by the mother

Feiz, contrary to the famous jurists, believes that mastery is also transmitted through the mother and
such people are entitled to Khoms (Feiz Kashani, 1401AH, 3/210). He cites verses such as the verses of
84-85 of Surah Anam and the verse 58 of Surah Maryam, which state the attribution of the Prophet Jesus
to past prophets through his mother.

Conclusions

A study of Feiz Kashani's interpretative ideas shows that his views on women are influenced by specific
and sometimes conflicting narratives. This commentator considers the narratives of the creation of women
from the left rib as an allusion to women's greater inclination towards lust and material things. However,
these narratives, in addition to the narrative conflict with the Quranic verses on the creation of humans
from a single truth, have an Israeli origin. In this commentator's view, women are condemned to be
deficient in reason and religion, and men are more perfect than women in intellectual power and tact,
while all humans need theoretical and practical reason to find happiness, and the intellectual difference
between men and women in terms of development does not seem logical, despite the expectation that both
will find a good outcome from the legislator.
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The parasitic nature of the creation of women and the scarcity of perfect women are other views of
Feiz Kashani that are not consistent with the verses of the Quran, and the narratives quoted in this regard
are weak from a documentary and evidential point of view. Regarding women's rights and duties, Feiz
Kashani believes that due to men's authority over women in intelligence and good judgment, men's
authority over them should also be realized as a relationship of a ruler over a nation. In response, based
on lexical and narrative evidence, the ruler-nation relationship can be considered a two-way relationship
towards spouses and subject to respect from both sides. In contrast, Feiz's view on the attribution of
mastery through the mother seems defensible, citing Quranic verses and narratives.
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