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Article type: Obijective: A brief look at the international documents related to women's rights that were
Research Article ratified in the twentieth century reveals a gradual increase in these documents and a substantive

change in their subjects. Given the importance of identifying the factors and contexts for the
quantitative growth and substantive evolution of international documents related to women's
rights during this period, this study was conducted with the aim of identifying the factors and
contexts for the evolution of these documents, explaining how the Islamic system positions itself
regarding these documents, and predicting future developments of these documents.
Method: This research was conducted using an analytical-documentary method.
Results/Conclusion: The findings indicated that the most important factors and contexts for the
quantitative growth and substantive evolution of international documents related to women's
rights in the twentieth century are as follows:

-The dominance of a discourse based on the recognition of inherent dignity and equal rights
for all human beings, continuing modern Western thought in international documents related to
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Introduction

From the early twentieth century to the end of this century, numerous international documents in
various fields of public international law, humanitarian law, private international law, and
international labor law have been formulated and ratified by global and regional organizations, in
which women's rights have been addressed either generally or specifically. These documents
indicate a gradual increase in attention to women's rights and a change in the nature of the issues
raised over time.

In the present study, after examining the periods of development of international documents
related to women's rights and the most important developments in these documents in the twentieth
century, the most important intellectual, cultural, social, and political factors in the formation of
these periods were reviewed. In this study, international documents refer to documents and treaties
that have been approved by international organizations such as the conferences of Paris (1904 and
1910), Geneva (1921), the League of Nations (1920 to 1945), and the United Nations (1945 to date)
and are binding on countries that have accepted and joined them. Women's rights also refer to all
instances of women's rights, including civil-political rights and economic-social and cultural rights
(cf. Javan Arasteh, 2021). The main purpose of this study is to increase the awareness of women's
rights activists, students, and policymakers of the Islamic system about these documents and to help
them adopt a more accurate position on them. The hypothesis of the study is that the intellectual,
cultural, social, and political developments of American and European societies have played a key
role in the formation and development of these documents.

Method

This study was conducted with an analytical-documentary approach and using library resources.
The required data were collected by examining international documents related to women's rights,
including treaties, conventions, and declarations approved in the twentieth century. Also, previous
research in this field in Persian was used, which are divided into five general categories:

1. Descriptive and analytical research on the text and content of documents (Molaverdi, 2017,
Safarinia, 2015).

2. Case studies on specific documents such as the Convention on the Elimination of
Discrimination against Women (Alasvand, 2003).

3. Research focused on specific women's rights such as the right to equality, employment, and
education (Husseinian, 2005).

4. Research examining the approach of international institutions (Husseini Akbarnejad, 2017).

5. Research related to the role of feminism in the development of documents (Karsaz, 2011).

None of these studies have specifically addressed the factors of the development of international
documents related to women's rights, so this study fills this gap by analyzing the periods of
development and the factors affecting it.

Results
1. Periods of development of international documents related to women's rights

Areview of international documents shows that these documents have developed in three distinct
periods:

A) The period of dominance of the discourse of women's inferiority (1904-1945):

During this period, women were seen as a group in need of protection, and international
documents mainly addressed issues such as preventing the sale of white women and protecting
women in working environments. For example:

- International Convention for the Suppression of the Sale of Women (1904).

- International Convention for the Suppression of the Sale of Women (1933).
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This period coincided with the first wave of the women's movement in the West and the neglect
of women's rights in European and American societies (Roudgar, 2009; Mill, 2000).

B) The period of dominance of the gender equality discourse (1945-1975):

With the establishment of the United Nations and the ratification of documents such as the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948) and the Covenants on Human Rights (1966), the
concept of gender equality was officially introduced into international law. During this period,
documents such as the Convention on the Political Rights of Women (1952) and the Equal
Remuneration Convention (1951) were ratified. This period was influenced by the second wave of
the women's movement and modern Western thought (Moshirzadeh, 2002).

C) The period of dominance of the discourse of negation of discrimination (1975-2000):

This period is characterized by the ratification of the Convention on the Elimination of
Discrimination against Women (1979) and the Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against
Women (1993). In this discourse, any gender difference between men and women was denied and
governments were obliged to eliminate discriminatory laws. This period was shaped by feminist
movements and pressure from international institutions (Glendon, 2010).

2. The most important developments in international documents

- Recognition of gender equality: Documents such as the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
and the Covenants guaranteed the equality of men and women.

- Broad interpretation of the concepts of equality and prohibition of discrimination: International
institutions such as the Committee on Child's Rights and the Committee on the Elimination of
Discrimination also included concepts such as sexual orientation and identity in these documents
(United Nations, 2013).

- Institutionalization of gender equality concepts: The United Nations, through measures such as
naming the Decade for Women (1976-1985) and holding global conferences, attempted to
institutionalize these concepts in the national laws of countries (Molaverdi, 2017).

3. Factors affecting the development of documents

- Factors of the first period: Derogatory attitude towards women in Western societies and their
legal inferiority.

- Factors of the second period: the establishment of the United Nations and the dominance of the
human rights discourse based on secularism and liberalism.

- Factors of the third period: the influence of feminist movements and the pressure of international
institutions to negate any gender discrimination.

Conclusions

The present study shows that international documents related to women's rights in the twentieth
century were shaped by the intellectual, cultural, social, and political developments in Western
societies. These documents moved from the period of dominance of the discourse of women's
inferiority to the discourse of gender equality and then the negation of discrimination. The most
important factors of these developments are:

1. The historical attitude of the West towards women as the second sex.

2. The impact of the formation of the United Nations and the discourse of human rights.

3. The role of feminist movements and international institutions in the broad interpretation of
equality concepts.

These developments have created challenges for the legal systems of Islamic countries, because
many of the concepts raised are in conflict with the religious and cultural values of these countries.
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Therefore, understanding these factors can help policymakers adopt a more informed and precise
stance towards these documents.
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v. United Nations Commission on the Status of Women (UNCSW)

v. Elimination of Discrimination

v. See: United Nations; ...(rev. August 2001); UNICEF Regional Office for South Asia
(November2017)
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v. Gender identity
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y. United States Declaration of Independence

v. Declaration of the Rights of Man and the Citizen

v. United States Bill of Rights

. Inherent dignity

o. Equal rights
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v. Secularism

A. Humanism

a. Individualism

v-. Liberalism
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