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Objective: The decrease in the marriage rate, which has consequences such as social
problems and a decrease in population growth, is one of the fundamental challenges
of contemporary society and is of concern to jurists. The present study was conducted
in the realm of Imamieh jurisprudence with the aim of critiquing and examining the
narrative «Hallat al-Ozubah» which is stated in support of a celibate life.

Method: The present research was conducted in the realm of Imamieh jurisprudence
using an analytical-documentary method based on jurisprudential arguments and with
an [jtihadi perspective.

Results: The results of the studies show that the aforementioned narrative was considered
correct from the perspective of the ancients, but from the perspective of the later ones, it
lacks documentary authority. The narrative literally implies that «celibacy is Halal» and
not «obligatory celibacy». Even assuming the acceptance of the documentary validity
of the narrative and the other party’s interpretation of it, this interpretation conflicts with
a set of narratives that introduce marriage as a recommended and emphasized matter.
In addition, based on the context of the narrative, it is considered necessary to solve the
problems of livelihood in the end times through wise measures, and the recommendation
of marriage is removed in those circumstances, and only its permissibility remains.
Moreover, according to the content of some narratives, humans are obliged to the
previous rulings, and until a definitive abrogation is found, the same rulings are applied.
Therefore, the previous validity of the recommendation of marriage will continue in the
end times.

Conclusions: The narrative «Hallat al-Ozubah» neither indicates the necessity of
celibacy, nor can it be a definitive document for promoting a celibate life. Even if the
documentary validity of the narrative is accepted, due to the conflict with other narratives
supporting marriage, the previous validity of the recommendation of marriage will still
be continued. Therefore, the teachings of Imamieh jurisprudence generally emphasize
the importance and recommendation of marriage, and a celibate life does not have a
binding jurisprudential position.
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Introduction

The low number of marriages and the spread of delayed marriages are important social and
moral challenges of contemporary society, which have consequences such as a decrease in
population growth, the emergence of social problems, and the trend of society towards an aging
population. In addition to its economic and social dimensions, this issue has also gained special
importance from a jurisprudential perspective, because some have argued for the permissibility
and even the recommendation of a celibate life in the end times, citing a narrative attributed
to the Prophet Mohammad that Ibn Fahd Helli has narrated in his book «Al-Tahsin fi Sefat al-
Arefiny. According to this narrative, it is permissible to abandon marriage in the end times due
to the difficulty of earning a living through the Halal means. The group interpretation of the
narrative «Hallat al-Ozubahy is such that marriage is considered forbidden in the end times.

The present research was conducted with the aim of examining the documentary and content
of the mentioned narrative and reviewing the issue of a celibate life in the light of the principles
of Imamieh jurisprudence. In jurisprudential books, there is no deep and focused discussion on
the subject of celibacy, and only a few lines were found in these books (cf., Naraqi, 1415AH,
16/13; Shobeiri Zanjani, 1419AH, 1/44; Nasiri Vatan and Imani, 2020). The main question of
the research is to what extent the narrative «Hallat al-Ozubah» can indicate the necessity of

celibacy and the sanctity of marriage in the end times.

Method

The present study was conducted in the field of Imamieh jurisprudence using an analytical-
documentary method based on jurisprudential arguments and with an Ijtihadi perspective. In
this research, in a scientific confrontation with the narrative «Hallat al-Ozubahy, the principle
of issuing the narrative (i.e., discussion of authenticity), the mode of issuance (i.e., the motive
of the Infallible for speech, behavior, and narrative) were examined. In addition, the principle of
the emergence of the narrative in the claim and how it appeared and the intention of emergence,
i.e., whether in the primary understanding of the narrative, the intention of the holy lawgiver is

consistent with other evidence or not, were analyzed.

Results

Examining the validity of authenticity of this narration shows that, according to the earlier
scholars, an authentic narrative is a narrative that requires trust; that is, it is consistent with
the general principles and narratives of that subject, is accompanied by evidence that makes it
trustworthy and reliable, and its focus is more on the text of the narrative and evidence, even
though there is a kind of weakness in the authenticity of the narrative (Sheikh Bahaei, 1414AH).
Based on this basis, although the narrative «Hallat al-Ozubahy is not mentioned in the famous

narrative books, given that the correct meaning can be stated for it and it does not contradict the
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general principles, it requires trust and is considered authentic. On the other hand, according
to the well-known later scholars of Rejal, who consider an authentic narrative to be one whose
authenticity is connected to the Infallible in all categories by just and Imamieh narrators, the
narrative «Hallat al-Ozubah» does not have a valid authenticity (cf., Sheikh Bahaei, 1414AH).
This narrative is authentic, because the late Ibn Fahd Helli, who lived in the 7th and 8th centuries,
directly narrated the narrative without mentioning the chain of transmission between himself
and Ibn Masoud (from Ibn Masoud), and he also narrated from the Prophet Mohammad.

In terms of implication, the narrative literally implies that celibacy is Halal and not obligatory
celibacy. The argument of those who believe that the narrative implies the prohibition of
marriage is based on two main arguments. The first argument, the appearance of Halal in a
general sense, and the second argument, the prohibition of a prelude that leads to a forbidden
act. In criticizing this view, the mere claim that «the creation of a religious ruling of Halal for
celibacy in the end times is void and will not be issued by a wise person» alone cannot be a clue
that what is meant is Halal in the general sense that is consistent with the obligatory ruling of
the obligation of celibacy; because the statement that marriage is permissible in the early days
of Islam is not a proven statement, but there are many narratives (cf., Hor Ameli, 1409AH,
20/13) that prove that marriage is recommended in general and at any time.

Assuming the correctness of the authenticity and the presence of evidence in the claim of the
necessity of a celibate life, this narrative conflicts with many narratives about marriage that
speak of strict recommendation and in some cases indicate the necessity of marriage. Among
these narratives is the one in which Imam Sadegh said: «Whoever abandons marriage out of
fear of need and poverty has indeed offended Allah with an evil thought» (Koleini, 1407AH,
5/330) and «Whoever abandons marriage out of fear of poverty has indeed offended Allah
with an evil thought». God says: «If you were poor and needy, God would enrich you from his
bounty» (Ibn Babewayh, 1413AH, 3/385). Allameh Tabatabaei in the book Masabih (quoted by
Mohaghegh Najafi, 1404AH, 29/13) stated in order to prove the Kefaei obligation of marriage:
«But the Kefaei obligation means the obligation of marriage through which the human race is
preserved, is definitive. Even if the people of a city refuse to marry, the Sharia ruler can force
them to marry so that the human race does not disappear».

Considering the context of the narrative and other narratives about the end times, the meaning
is «Be careful that marriage does not lead you to depart from religion and lose the signs of the
Sharia». The context of the narratives about the end times indicates that these narratives do not
prevent or discourage marriage, but rather refer to an external matter in the external reality that
increases the attention and care of Muslims. It is stated in the science of principles: «Ifa command
comes after a prohibition, or conversely, a prohibition comes after a command, the implication
of their correspondence, that is, an implication of obligation in the command and an implication
of sanctity in the prohibition, is not intended, but rather an ironic meaning is intended; that is,

the sanctity has been removed and in the latter, the obligation has been removed» (Rouhani,
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1413AH, 5/301). Since the initial ruling of marriage is its recommendation, after the advent of
this narrative and assuming that it implies the sanctity of marriage, it can be said that since this
prohibition comes after a command that implies recommendation, therefore in the end times the
recommendation of marriage is removed and its permissibility remains; as a result, it is still not
possible to rule on the prohibition of marriage.

The practice of the previous validity is accepted by all jurists. The story of the previous validity
in this issue is that marriage in the early days of Islam was a certain and recommended thing
and there is no room for any doubt about it, as many narratives indicate it. If in the end times its
ruling is doubted by such narratives, since it is not definitive and there is no valid evidence that
is specific to the end times, the duty of the ignorant to rule is to refer to the practical principles
that have been laid down for him/her. The principle that is appropriate for the ruling on this
issue is the previous validity, because there is a certain precedent that is recommended, and its
survival in the end times is doubtful. As a result, by implementing this previous validity, the
recommendation of marriage will also be established in the end times. According to the content
of some narratives, an individual is obligated to follow the previous and established rulings until
a definitive abrogation is found (cf., Ibn Babewayh, 1395AH, 2/348; Ibn Babewayh, 1395AH,
2/348). It is also stated in narratives that what the Prophet Mohammad has made Halal will
remain Halal until the Day of Judgment, and what he has made Haram will remain Haram until
the Day of Judgment (cf., Saffar, 1404AH, 1/148).

Conclusions

The results of the studies show that the aforementioned narrative was considered authentic from
the perspective of the ancients, but from the perspective of the later ones, it lacks documentary
authority. The narrative literally implies that «celibacy is Halal» and not «obligatory celibacy».
Even assuming the acceptance of the documentary validity of the narrative and the interpretation
of the other party from it, this interpretation conflicts with a set of narratives that introduce
marriage as a recommended and emphasized matter. Moreover, based on the context of the
narrative, resolving the problems of earning a living in the end times is considered necessary
through wise measures, and the recommendation of marriage in those circumstances is removed,
and only its permissibility remains. In addition, according to the content of some narratives,
humans are obligated to the previous rulings, and until a definitive abrogation is found, the
same rulings are applied. Therefore, the previous validity of the recommendation of marriage in
the end times will also continue. Accordingly, the narrative «Hallat al-Ozubah» neither implies
the necessity of celibacy nor can it be a definitive document for promoting a celibate life. Even
if the documentary validity of the narrative is accepted, due to the conflict with other narratives
supporting marriage, the previous validity of the recommendation of marriage is still continued.

Therefore, the teachings of Imamieh jurisprudence generally emphasize the importance and
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recommendation of marriage, and celibacy does not have a binding jurisprudential position
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