The Islamic Journal of Women and the Family

Print ISSN: 2538-6190  Online ISSN: 2717-4085

Homepage: https://pzk.journals.miv.ac.ir

An Inquiry into the Principles of Transcendent Wisdom on the Issue of
Gender and Theoretical Reason

Narjes Roudgar'™, and Sharifeh Fahimi 2
1. Corresponding Author, Department of Islamic Philosophy and Mysticism, Al-Mustafa International University/ Affiliated
Faculty Member of Department of Family Studies, Bager al-Olum University, Qom, Iran.
0000-0002-2226-8249
2. Department of Islamic Philosophy and Mysticism, Bent al-Hoda Higher Education Complex, Al-Mustafa International

Email: narjes rodgar@miu.ac.ir

University, Qom, Iran. Email: shf3003@gmail.com

0000-0003-1973-8809

Article Info ABSTRACT
Article type: Objective: The present study aimed to explain the position of gender in theoretical
Research Article reason based on the foundations of the psychology of transcendent wisdom.

Article history:

Received 6 December 2025
Received in revised form 19
January 2026

Accepted 24 February 2026
Available online 4 April 2026

Keywords:
gender,
theoretical reason,
Mulla Sadra,

sensory and imaginary perception,

rational perception,

transcendent wisdom.

Method: This study was conducted using an analytical-descriptive method with a
philosophical approach and utilizing the works of transcendent wisdom. For this purpose,
first, the conceptualization of gender and theoretical reason was examined, then the
rules and principles of transcendent wisdom in the discussion of gender and theoretical
reason, the effect of gender on the perceptions of theoretical reason, and the relationship
between gender and the levels of perfection of theoretical reason were explained.
Results: This research indicates that, based on the principles and foundations of
transcendent wisdom, the true agent of all actions, including perception, is the soul
itself, which appears at different levels, and its lower level, which acts through physical
means, is influenced by this means, and gender differences, through their influence on
temperament and physical powers, can affect the quality and type of sensory, imaginary,
and illusory data that reach the soul, and lead to differences in some mental images. This
influence is considered the underlying cause in obtaining some perceptions of theoretical
reason and at the lower level of rational perception. Also, the equality of men and
women in taking advantage of perceptual powers and the acquired nature of the levels of
theoretical reason show that both men and women can, with the possibility of talent and
the absence of obstacles, achieve the understanding of truths by acquiring knowledge.
Theoretical reason at its higher levels, due to its complete rational abstraction, is free
from all material attachments, and the element of gender will not have a distinctive
effect on its perceptions.

Conclusions: The result is that gender has an effect on all levels of theoretical reason,
including sensory, imaginary, and rational; although its effect can be different in each of
these types of perception.
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Introduction

The present study aims to explain the relationship between gender and theoretical reason
based on the principles of the psychology of transcendent wisdom. The issue of the relationship
between gender and rationality is one of the most enduring issues in the history of thought and
raises the question of whether the developmental differences between men and women also
lead to differences in the quality and level of reasoning. In the tradition of Western philosophy,
this issue has been raised in various forms from ancient Greece to the recent period, and in
some cases has led to the perception of the intellectual superiority of men and the "reminder of
reason" (cf., Genevieve Lloyd, 2002). In contrast, in Islamic philosophy, this issue has been less
examined as an independent and systematic issue. Therefore, the present study seeks to explain
the position of this philosophical school on the relationship between gender and theoretical
reason by interrogating the ontological and anthropological foundations of transcendent
wisdom. The importance of this issue is not limited to the theoretical field, but is directly related
to the identity and inherent dignity of man; because in the Islamic intellectual system, reason
1s the constituent part of man, the basis of divine caliphate, and the basis of human perfection.
Therefore, clarifying the relationship between theoretical reason and gender can play a role in
rethinking many cultural and social ideas about men and women.

A review of the research background shows that the issue of "gender of the soul" has been
the focus of attention in numerous works, including the article by Roudgar (2020) based on
Sadra'i principles, the article by Ghaderi and Rostami (2020) with a look at common views in
Islamic philosophy, and the research by Roudgar (2016) with an examination of philosophical
variables. The relationship between "reason and gender" has also been examined from different
perspectives. Parsania (2005) has a critical and general approach to this relationship in Islamic
philosophy, and Roudgar (2023) has investigated this relationship in Sinaitic philosophy,
focusing on "practical reason". In a broader context, the impact of gender on "knowledge"
has been discussed from various perspectives. Shajarian (2019) analyzed this impact based
on Allameh Tabataba'i's theory of validity, and Fadaei (2016) examined gender as one of the
bases of difference in knowledge. Roudgar (2018) and Shahraray (2006) also explored this
relationship from the perspective of feminist epistemological approaches, and Mohammadiasl
(2007) briefly looked at the relationship between gender and the paradigm of modern science;
however, there has been no research that directly examines the rules of transcendent wisdom
on the issue of gender and theoretical reason. The innovation of this study also lies in focusing

on this research gap.

Method
The present study was conducted using an analytical-descriptive method with a philosophical

approach. Since the concept of "gender" in the modern sense does not have a direct precedent in
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the heritage of Islamic philosophy, the study was organized based on the investigation into the
foundations and rules of transcendent wisdom. For this purpose, the concept of gender was first
explained in feminist philosophies and Islamic philosophy, then by referring to Mulla Sadra's
main sources, especially Al-Asfar al-Arba'ah, Al-Shawahid al-Ruboobiyyah, Al-Mabda' wa
al-Ma'ad, Sharh al-Hidayah al-Athiriyah and Mafatih al-Ghayb, topics related to theoretical
reason, rules related to gender, the effect of gender on different levels of perception and its
role in the levels of perfection of theoretical reason were extracted and analyzed. In this study,
gender is considered not to mean merely biological differences nor merely a social construct,
but rather to mean a set of differences in attitude, behavior, perception and psychology resulting
from biological and sexual differences (Roudgar, 2020).

Results

Analysis of the foundations of transcendent wisdom shows that theoretical reason is the
highest level of the soul's perceptual powers and its task is to perceive the truths of things as
they are (Sadr al-Din Shirazi, 2018, 1/99; Sadr al-Din Shirazi, 1989, 3/420-421; Tabataba'i,
1995, 2/222). Mulla Sadra divides the levels of perception into sensory, imaginary, illusory and
rational perception, and at the same time, he considers the true subject of all these perceptions
to be the soul, not the sensory and imaginary powers; because sense and imagination are merely
the underlying means and causes of perception, and true perception is realized through the
soul (Sadr al-Din Shirazi, 1981, 3/360-362, 498; Sadr al-Din Shirazi, 1981, 8/295; Mesbah
Yazdi, 2012, 1/182; Oboudiat, 2021, 3/127). Also, the levels of theoretical reason include the
monstrous reason, the habitual reason, the active reason, and the derived reason.

An examination of the rules of transcendent wisdom also shows that although Mulla Sadra did
not speak directly about gender and theoretical reason, his principles of psychology provide the
capacity for theorizing in this field. According to the theory of the physicality of the occurrence
and the spirituality of the survival of the soul, masculinity and femininity are formed at the plant
and animal levels, and the human soul emerges in the context of this body (Sadr al-Din Shirazi,
1981, 5/345; Sadr al-Din Shirazi, 1981, 8/334). On the other hand, the soul and the body
have a necessary and united relationship, and the body is considered a lower level of the soul;
therefore, physical characteristics can play a role in the course of the existential intensity of the
soul and the quality of some of its perceptions (Sadr al-Din Shirazi, 1981, 8/382-383; Sadr al-
Din Shirazi, 1981, 7/66; Sadr al-Din Shirazi, 2018, 1/88; Oboudiat, 2021, 3/240). Therefore,
physical characteristics, including sex and gender, as a factor influenced by sex, can affect
the soul and its actions, including reasoning. On the other hand, philosophers have said in the
discussion of temperament that the more moderate the temperament, the more complete the
soul belongs to the body (cf., Sadr al-Din Shirazi, 2001, 1/194). Therefore, gender differences
that emerge through temperament and physical powers can be the basis for differences in the

quality of sensory, imaginary, and illusory data and, in this way, as an underlying cause, affect
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some perceptions of theoretical reason, although this effect is not the complete cause, but only
one of the effective factors in the process of perception.

Analysis of the foundations of transcendent wisdom shows that the human soul is a reality
with levels and collective unity; in the sense that all the levels of plant, animal, and human are
present in the single existence of the soul, and the effects of the previous levels also continue
in the higher levels. Mulla Sadra states that with the emergence of a more perfect form, all the
actions and effects of the previous form are also issued from the later form, in addition to the
specific perfections of the new level (Sadr al-Din Shirazi, 1981, 5/328). In addition, based on
the famous principle of "Al-Nafs fi Wahdatahah kul al-Qawi", the soul, in the same unity, is
inclusive of all powers and in the position of perceiving the tangible things, it descends to the
level of the senses, and in the perception of the intelligible things, it ascends to the level of the
active reason and unites with it (Sadr al-Din Shirazi, 2018). Therefore, if gender is rooted in the
lower levels of the soul, its effects will also be implicitly present in the higher levels of the soul,
although the intensity and manner of its effect are not the same in different levels. Accordingly,
it is necessary to distinguish between the influence of gender on different levels of perception.
In sensory and imaginary perceptions, since perceptual data are transmitted to the soul through
the body, senses, and temperament, gender differences in physical structure, nervous system,
senses, and temperament quality can affect the intensity and quality of sensory perceptions
and imaginary forms (Sadr al-Din Shirazi, 2001, 1/194). Of course, this effect does not mean
necessity and generality, but only indicates the possibility of gender influencing along with
numerous other factors; because first, the common factors of perception in men and women are
much broader than the differences, second, this effect is not the same in all instances, and third,
even if proven, it has a statistical nature and cannot be generalized to all individuals of both sexes.

At the level of illusory perceptions, since the faculty of fear perceives partial meanings such
as kindness, fear, hope, hatred, and security, and these perceptions are strongly influenced by
physical and temperamental states, physiological and hormonal differences between men and
women can be the source of differences in their perceptual and emotional experiences. These
differences indirectly affect the way the theoretical reason confronts human, social, and even
intellectual priorities of individuals.

There are also differences in rational perception. In sensory and imaginary perception, the soul
is the source of issuing perceptual forms, but in rational perception, the soul is not the creator
of forms, but rather, by elevating itself to the level of existence, it achieves the observation of
intellectual truths and an illumination connection with the active reason (Sadr al-Din Shirazi,
1981, 8/300-302; Javadi Amoli, 1997, 4/206). Therefore, as perception moves away from the
level of sense and imagination and approaches abstraction, the role of physical factors, including
gender, decreases. Therefore, the effect of gender on rational perceptions is weaker and more
indirect than on sensory, imaginary, and illusory perceptions.

Contemporary thinkers of transcendent wisdom have different opinions on this matter. Some
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accept the difference in theoretical reason, but consider it outside the scope of human value
(Jamshidi and et al, 2006). Another group, emphasizing the abstraction of the soul, considers
knowledge and reason to be independent of masculinity and femininity (Parsania, 2005). On
the other hand, some, while accepting the abstraction of the soul, believe that since the body
plays a role in the soul's readiness to receive scientific forms, characteristics resulting from
gender can also have an effect on some of the evidence and spiritual characteristics of a person
(Gharavi, 2012). It seems that, based on Sadra's principles, the latter view is closer to the reality
of transcendent wisdom, with the difference that this effect cannot be considered the complete
cause of perception.

According to transcendent wisdom, the movement of the soul through the levels of monstrous
reason, habitual reason, active reason, and derived reason is an intensive and acquired process and
is not specific to women or men. Mulla Sadra distinguishes between innate reason and acquired
reason and emphasizes the role of education, training, and effort in actualizing reason (Sadr
al-Din Shirazi, 1987, 1/241; Sadr al-Din Shirazi, 1975). Therefore, possible initial differences
are not fixed and unchangeable, and both sexes can achieve higher levels of theoretical reason
by removing obstacles and through stages of perfection. Also, the obstacles to the perfection of
theoretical reason, based on Mulla Sadra's analysis, are remaining the soul at the level of power,
the dominance of desires, preoccupation with the world, imitation and prejudice, and the error
of the method of reasoning (Sadr al-Din Shirazi, 2018, 1/254). The important point is that in
these obstacles, gender is not raised as an inherent obstacle to rational perception. Therefore, if
in some historical periods women have achieved fewer high levels of knowledge and reason,
this 1s more due to social, educational conditions and external obstacles, not to the lack or

inherent weakness of the power of reason.

Conclusions

Based on the analysis of the foundations of transcendent wisdom, it can be concluded that the
human soul arises in the context of a natural body characterized by masculinity or femininity,
and due to the unity of the soul and body, the characteristics related to sex and gender are
present at the lower levels of the soul. Since the soul, with its collective unity, encompasses all
the plant, animal, and human levels, the effects of gender can also be indirectly present at some
levels of perception. However, this effect does not mean the inherent superiority or deficiency of
one of the two sexes in the theoretical reason, but is merely one of the underlying factors in the
formation of some perceptions, especially in the realm of sensation, imagination, and illusion.

In addition, the closer perception gets to the higher levels of theoretical reason and abstraction,
the role of physical and gender requirements decreases. The higher levels of theoretical reason
are an acquired matter and are based on the intense movement of the soul, and men and women
share the principle of the possibility of reaching these levels. Therefore, transcendent wisdom

neither supports the theory of the inherent intellectual superiority of men nor does it believe
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in the complete incompatibility of gender with all areas of perception; rather, by accepting the
limited, indirect, and contingent influence of gender on some levels of perception, it emphasizes
the commonality of men and women in the reality of the rational soul, the ability to perfect

theoretical reason, and the possibility of both reaching the highest levels of reasoning.
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