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Objective: The present study was conducted with the aim of explaining, describing, and
critiquing the entry "puberty (Bulugh)" in the Leiden Encyclopedia of the Quran, written
by Charles Joseph Adams. This study was conducted to familiarize with the views of non-
Muslims about the Quran and Islamic principles, to critique and scientifically analyze these
views based on Quranic and Islamic principles, and to explain the correct view of the
Quran and Islam about puberty.

Method: TThe present study is a theoretical study conducted with a descriptive-analytical
approach. The data were collected using a library method, and the entry "puberty
(Bulugh)" in the Leiden Encyclopedia of the Quran was analyzed and evaluated by citing
verses of the Holy Quran, narrations, and jurisprudential sources. Also, the method of
logical analysis and documentary criticism was used in the evaluation of the materials.
Results:The findings of the study showed that the author of the entry had a superficial
and incomplete approach in explaining the concept of "puberty". The most important
shortcomings of the entry are as follows: the lack of a comprehensive and comprehensive
definition of puberty, the incomplete collection of Quranic terms related to puberty, the
limitation to "Bulugh al-Ashud" and the indirect reference to "Bulugh al-Nikah" without
paying attention to "Bulugh al-Hulum", the lack of a comprehensive classification of the
types of puberty in the Quran, the expression of jurisprudential rulings in an ambiguous and
unreferenced manner, the presentation of an inaccurate picture of Muslim jurisprudence,
and the reliance on limited jurisprudential perspectives without paying attention to the
opinions of different Islamic schools and sects.

Conclusions: The results of the study showed that the entry "puberty (Bulugh)" in the
Leiden Encyclopedia of the Quran does not have the necessary comprehensiveness and
accuracy in introducing the concept of puberty from the perspective of the Quran and
Islamic jurisprudence. It also became clear that in the Holy Quran, three expressions
"Bulugh al-Nikah", "Bulugh al-Hulum" and "Bulugh al-Ashud" are used to express
the concept of puberty, each of which refers to a dimension of this concept, and their
explanation is necessary for a correct understanding of the Quran's view on puberty
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Introduction

Orientalists' studies on the Holy Quran and Islamic teachings have expanded significantly
in recent decades, and numerous works have been published in the form of encyclopedias,
dictionaries, and specialized research. One of the most important of these works is the Leiden
Encyclopedia of the Quran, whose entries have been written by Western researchers and are
used in many scientific centers around the world (Igbal, 2009; Rezaei Isfahani, 2006). Therefore,
scientific research and systematic criticism of these works, while familiarizing themselves with
the views of Western Islamic scholars, provide the basis for a correct explanation of Quranic
and Islamic principles and correcting misconceptions.

The present study aims to explain, describe, and criticize the entry "puberty (Bulugh)" in the
Leiden Encyclopedia of the Quran, written by Charles Joseph Adams (2001-2006), and examines
the author's approach in explaining the concept of puberty, its Quranic applications, and the
jurisprudential views raised in this entry. The importance of this research is that the entries
in the Encyclopedia of the Quran, as reference sources in the world's scientific environment,
play an important role in introducing Islam and the Quran to non-Muslim audiences, and any
shortcomings or errors in them can present an incorrect image of Islamic teachings.

In the theoretical part of the article, the concept of puberty is examined from a lexical,
customary, and jurisprudential perspective. "Puberty is an Arabic word that means reaching or
approaching the end of a matter or the end of a temporal and spatial destination" (Ragheb Isfahant,
1995). In common usage, puberty refers to the beginning of a natural stage in human life that
is accompanied by the flourishing of sexual instinct, physical, psychological, and intellectual
growth, and enters a new stage of life (Najafi Javaheri, 1266AH, 26/4-5). In the terminology
of jurists, puberty is the end of childhood and the beginning of religious obligations and is
considered a natural condition for being bound by divine laws (Makarem Shirazi, 1429AH;
Husseini Maraghi, 1250AH, 2/732).

The article also explains the importance of puberty in the Holy Quran, Islamic narrations
and jurisprudence, showing that puberty is not simply a biological development, but rather
the beginning of human religious, social, moral, and legal responsibilities (Seyedi, 2021;
Soroush Mabhalati, 2020). The Holy Quran has used three terms to describe this stage: "Bulugh
al-Hulum", "Bulugh al-Nikah", and "Bulugh al-Ashud", each of which refers to one of the
dimensions of human growth (Moradi, 2010; Deilami et al., 2012).

Method

The present study is a theoretical research with a descriptive-analytical approach. The
data collection was based on library studies and after a complete study of the entry "puberty
(Bulugh)" in the Leiden Encyclopedia of the Quran, its contents were compared and analyzed

with the verses of the Holy Quran, the narrations of the Ahl al-Bayt, interpretive, jurisprudential
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sources and authentic Islamic works. The method of logical analysis and documentary criticism
was also used in the evaluation of the contents and the views of the author of the entry were

compared with authentic Islamic sources.

Results

The examination of the entry "puberty (Bulugh)" showed that its most important weakness is
its incomplete and non-comprehensive view of the concept of puberty. The first criticism of this
entry is that the definition of puberty provided is not comprehensive and does not prevent it. In
this entry, puberty is introduced as a term in jurisprudence and law (Charles, 2001-2006), but
it is not clear whether this definition is based on lexical, customary, Quranic or jurisprudential
grounds. While in order to achieve a precise definition, it was necessary to present lexical,
customary and idiomatic definitions independently and then explain the relationship between
them (Ragheb Isfahani, 1995; Najafi Javaheri, 1266AH, 26/4-5; Makarem Shirazi, 1429AH).
The second finding of the study is that the author has not been successful in collecting Quranic
terms related to puberty. This entry only refers to "Bulugh al-Ashud" and indirectly to "Bulugh
al-Nikah", and there is no mention of "Bulugh al-Hulum" (Charles, 2001-2006); whereas the
Holy Quran uses all three terms to describe the different stages of human development. This
omission has caused the reader to receive an incomplete picture of the Quranic applications of
the concept of puberty.

In addition, an examination of the Quranic verses shows that "Bulugh al-Nikah" refers to
a stage of natural development when a person becomes ready for marriage. God says: "And
Test the orphans until they reach maturity and desire marriage. Then, if you find them wise,
return their property to them" (Nisa: 6). This verse indicates that physical maturity alone is not
sufficient for legal independence, and that intellectual maturity is also a necessary condition.
(Tousi, 1413AH, 3/116; Tabarsi, 1425AH, 320/; Mousavi Khomeini, 1989, 2/16).

In contrast, "Bulugh al-Ashud" refers to sexual puberty (Ibn Manzur, 1414AH, 12/145)
and the Holy Quran has stated the rulings related to it in Surah Nur (verses 8 and 59). Also,
the expression "Bulugh al-Ashud" in the Holy Quran has multiple uses and is not limited to
sexual puberty, but rather encompasses various dimensions of human development, which are
categorized and explained in the present article under four axes: "sexual puberty", "legal puberty",
"managerial and leadership maturity" and "perfection of puberty" (Deilami and et al, 2011).

A detailed study of the concept of "Bulugh al-Ashud" showed that this term has been used in
the Holy Quran with different meanings and functions. In some verses, "Bulugh al-Ashud" is
placed opposite childhood and refers to the beginning of a stage of natural human development;
as God says: "Then He brings you out as a child, then you reach your maturity" (Hajj: 5). It is
also stated in the narration of Imam Sadiq: "The end of childhood is the time of getting a wet
dream and it is the most severe. If a child has a wet dream, but he has not developed and is
foolish or weak, his guardian must take care of his property" (Sheikh Saduq, 1413AH, 4/220).
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This narration shows that the beginning of "Bulugh al-Ashud" is accompanied by wet dreams,
but independent possession of property will require, in addition to sexual maturity, intellectual
development as well.

In the legal aspect, the Holy Quran states: "And do not approach the property of the orphan
except with that which is best, until he reaches the age of maturity" (An'am: 152). Comparing
this verse with the sixth verse of Surah Nisa shows that the removal of the Hijr is not only
achieved with physical puberty, but also the attainment of maturity is an essential condition for
it Deilami and et al, 2011).

In terms of management and leadership, the Holy Quran says about the Prophet Moses: "And
when he came of age and became fully matured, we gave him judgement and knowledge, and
thus do we reward the virtuous" (Qasas: 14) and about the Prophet Yusuf has also said: "And
when he came of age, we gave him judgement and knowledge, and thus do we reward the
virtuous" (Yusuf: 22). These verses show that "Bulugh al-Ashud" is not limited to physical
growth alone, but is a stage of intellectual perfection, management, and readiness to accept
great divine responsibilities.

In another part of the study, the concept of perfection of puberty was examined. The Holy
Quran says: "Until he reaches his perfection of puberty and reaches forty years" (Ahqaf: 15). It
is also stated in the narration of Imam Sadiq: "When a servant reaches thirty-three years, he has
reached his Bulugh al-Ashud, and when he reaches forty years, he has reached his perfection of
puberty, and when he reaches forty-one years, he is in the state of deficiency" (Sheikh Saduq,
1983, 3/545). According to these verses and narrations, "Bulugh al-Ashud" is a gradual process
that begins at the beginning of puberty, reaches its peak around the age of thirty-three, and
approaches the stage of perfection at the age of forty (Deilami and et al, 2012).

Another important finding of the research is the ambiguity in the citation of jurisprudential
views in the entry under review. Without specifying the exact religion or school of jurisprudence,
the author has attributed some rulings related to puberty to "schools of jurisprudence" and in
some cases has criticized the same views (Charles, 2001-2006); while it is not clear which
Islamic school these views belong to. Also, a vague picture has been presented about the age of
puberty and its signs; while in Imami jurisprudence, the age of puberty and its signs have been
explained clearly (Husseini Maraghi, 1417AH; Taha, 27/3/139).

The research also showed that the author of the entry, by mainly citing the view of Abu Hanifa
and the book Tuhfat al-Mawdud fi Ahkam al-Mulud by Ibn Qayyim Jawzi, has presented an
incomplete picture of Islamic jurisprudence (Charles, 2001-2006). While the Islamic world is
not limited to one jurisprudential perspective, it was necessary to present the views of different
schools of thought, especially the views of Imami jurisprudence (Sobhani Tabrizi, 1992;
Mousivand, 2015). A review of the sources showed that Ibn Qayyim Jawzi is one of the most
prominent students of Ibn Taymiyyah and one of the influential figures in the formation of
Wahhabi ideas (EImi Haeri, 1413AH; Hajj Seyed Javadi & et al, 1983) and many of his doctrinal
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views, including on the subject of intercession, visiting graves, the status of the Ahl al-Bayt, and
divine attributes, have been seriously criticized by Shiite scholars and even a group of Sunni
scholars (Ibn Qayyim Jawzi, 1408AH, 4/1318-1319; Ibn Hajar Haytami, 1419AH). Therefore,
using his works as the main source for introducing Muslim jurisprudence, without referring to

the views of other Islamic schools, does not have the necessary scientific comprehensiveness.

Conclusions

The findings of'this study show that the entry for "puberty (Bulugh)" in the Leiden Encyclopedia
of the Quran, despite the importance of the subject, is not sufficiently comprehensive. The
definition of puberty provided does not distinguish between the lexical, customary, and
jurisprudential meanings and does not cover all Quranic uses of the term. Also, the Quranic
terms related to puberty are not fully collected, and only "Bulugh al-Ashud" and a limited
reference to "Bulugh al-Nikah" are discussed, while "Bulugh al-Hulum" is neglected. In
addition, a comprehensive classification of the types of puberty is not provided in the Quran,
and the different dimensions of the concept of "Bulugh al-Ashud" are not explained. In the field
of jurisprudence, the author also quotes the rulings related to puberty without specifying the
precise jurisprudential basis and without sufficient citations, and in introducing the opinions of
Muslims, he has relied only on some of the views of Sunnis and the works of Ibn Qayyim Jawzi;
while the views of Imami jurisprudence and other Islamic schools of thought have not found a
place in this entry (Sobhani Tabrizi, 1992; Mousivand, 2015). This has caused an incomplete
and sometimes confused image of Islamic jurisprudence to form in the minds of the audience.

Accordingly, the claim of a comprehensive and meticulous research on the Quranic concept of
puberty is not consistent with the content of this entry, and its scientific review, using all verses
related to puberty, authentic narrations, interpretative and jurisprudential sources of Islamic
schools, is an undeniable necessity. Also, a critique and review of other entries in the Leiden
Encyclopedia of the Quran can be an effective step in correctly introducing the teachings of the

Holy QuranandIslamic principlesto the scientificcommunity inside and outside the Islamic world.
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