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Objective: "Zawjiyyah (pairing)" is one of the key concepts of the Holy Quran,
which Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei introduced as the first principle in the charter of
women in [slam and in explaining it, he contrasted the Quranic concept of Zawjiyyah
with the Hegelian and Marxist dialectics. The aim of this research is to identify the
semantic components of Zawjiyyah in the Quranic thought of the martyred Imam of the
Revolution by using a Semitic etymology approach and explaining its differences with
the Hegelian and Marxist dialectics.

Method: The present study was conducted using a descriptive-analytical method. In the
first step, the semantic components of Zawjiyyah were extracted from the statements
of Ayatollah Khamenei. Then, these components were analyzed by applying a Semitic
etymology approach and examining the uses of the root "Z-W-J" in the Semitic sub-
branches and compared with the findings of the first part. Finally, the Quranic concept
of Zawjiyyah (pairing) was compared with Hegelian and Marxist dialectics.

Results: The research findings showed that the concept of Zawjiyyah in the Quranic
thought of the martyred Imam of the Revolution is composed of five semantic
components: "being a pair", "being connected", "being of the same rank", "being
different" and "being complementary". The findings of the Semitic etymology also
confirmed these components and showed that Zawjiyyah expresses the connection of
two elements of the same rank that, despite their differences, complement each other. It
also became clear that the Quranic concept of Zawjiyyah (pairing), unlike Hegelian and
Marxist dialectics, is not based on hostile contradiction and conflict.

Coclusions: The results of the research indicate that Ayatollah Khamenei's Quranic
explanation of the concept of Zawjiyyah is consistent with the findings of the Semitic
etymology. Accordingly, the Holy Quran introduces the evolutionary process of the
universe not as the result of a conflict between opposites, but rather as the result of the
connection, companionship, and mutual evolution of two equal but different elements.
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Introduction

"Zawjiyyah (pairing)" is one of the fundamental concepts of the Holy Quran that Ayatollah
Khamenei, the martyred Imam of the Islamic Revolution, introduced as the first principle in the
Charter of Women in Islam and in explaining it, presented a different reading from the common
philosophical understandings, especially the Hegelian and Marxist dialectics. Regarding this
principle, he says: "If we want to formulate a charter from the Islamic perspective about women
that has some substance... the first issue that should be included in this charter is the issue of
Zawjiyyah" (Khamenei, 2024/12/17). He also states in explaining the position of Zawjiyyah in
the system of existence and comparing it with the Hegelian and Marxist dialectics: "Zawjiyyah
(pairing) is the exact opposite of contradiction in the Hegelian and Marxist dialectics; that is,
the main pillar of this Hegelian dialectic, which Marx later took from him, is contradiction,
which is the movement of society, the movement of history, and the movement of humanity
resulting from contradiction; that is, there is a thesis and an antithesis, and from the antithesis
and thesis, a synthesis is created. In Islam, no [It's not like that]; synthesis does not emerge from
the antithesis, [but rather] from Zawjiyyah; it is from Zawjiyyah, from the companionship that
the next rank emerges, the next generation emerges, the next movement emerges, the next stage
emerges" (Khamenei, 2023/01/04).

Ayatollah Khamenei takes the concept of Zawjiyyah beyond the scope of family relationships
and introduces it as the principle governing the system of creation. Therefore, the present
study seeks to answer the question of what semantic components the concept of Zawjiyyah in
the Quranic thought of Ayatollah Khamenei is based on, by applying a Semitic etymological

approach, and what differences this understanding has with Hegelian and Marxist dialectics.

Method

This research was conducted using a descriptive-analytical method. In the first stage, Ayatollah
Khamenei's statements about the concept of Zawjiyyah were collected and his view on this
concept was explained. In the next stage, the semantic components of Zawjiyyah were analyzed
using a Semitic etymology approach. In this stage, the uses of the root "Z-W-J" in the Semitic
sub-branches were investigated and the oldest semantic layers of this root were reconstructed.
Finally, the findings from the etymological analysis were compared with the view of Ayatollah
Khamenei, and then the differences between the Quranic concept of Zawjiyyah and Hegelian

and Marxist dialectics were explained.

Results
Analysis of Ayatollah Khamenei's statements shows that the concept of Zawjiyyah is based
on five semantic components that together provide a comprehensive picture of this Quranic

concept. The first component is "being a pair". From his perspective, Zawjiyyah is realized when
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two elements are placed next to each other and leave the individual state (Khamenei, 2013).
The second component is "being connected". In this view, the mere presence of two elements
1s not enough to realize Zawjiyyah, but there must be a connection and relationship between
the two (Khamenei, 1991/07/11). The third component is "being of the same rank". From
Ayatollah Khamenei's perspective, Zawjiyyah is based on a relationship in which neither party
has inherent superiority over the other. Therefore, any attitude based on the superiority of one
party is incompatible with the reality of Zawjiyyah (Khamenei, 2013). The fourth component is
"being different". This difference refers to biological and psychological characteristics, as well
as differences in responsibilities. While emphasizing the unity of the truth of men and women,
he recognizes the differences between them and considers these differences to be part of the
structure of Zawjiyyah (Khamenei, 1997/10/22).

The last semantic component of Zawjiyyah is "being complementary". Ayatollah Khamenei
considers the differences between men and women not to be a source of conflict, but rather a basis
for growth and movement towards perfection. In his belief, Zawjiyyah is a bond that doubles
the capacity of both parties on the path to excellence and, through mutual complementation,
provides the basis for their progress (Khamenei, 2013).

In the next step, findings from the Semitic etymology showed that the root "Z-W-J" is one of the
oldest common roots in the Semitic languages, and its remnants can be seen in Hebrew (Klein,
1987), Aramaic Targum (Dalman, 1901; Jastrow, 1903), Syriac (Brun, 1895; Costaz, 2002),
Abyssinian (Dillmann, 1865; Leslau, 1991), and North Arabic (Ragheb Isfahani, 1412AH).
A study of the uses of "Z-W-J" in the Semitic languages shows that this root consists of five
semantic components. First, Zawjiyyah always requires the presence of two elements, and
without the realization of "being a pair", the concept of Zawjiyyah cannot be formed. Second,
there must be a strong connection between these two elements, because mere proximity does
not achieve Zawjiyyah. Third, both parties to the relationship are equal and neither is superior to
the other. Fourth, there is a difference and sometimes a kind of conflict between the parties, but
this conflict is not a hostile conflict. Fifth, the difference between the parties is complementary
in nature; meaning that each of the two parties compensates for the shortcomings of the other
and creates a more efficient whole.

Based on this analysis, it can be said that the application of the concept of Zawjiyyah to the
relationship between husband and wife is also based on these five components. Aman and awoman
formapair;themaritalbondconnectsthemtoeachother;theyareequalintermsofthumandignityand
existential truth; they differ from each other in biological, psychological and legal characteristics;

andthesedifferencesprovidethebasis formutual complementationandstrengthening ofthe family.

Conclusions
The findings of the research show that from the perspective of Ayatollah Khamenei, Zawjiyyah

(pairing) consists of five semantic components: being a pair, being connected, being of the same
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rank, being different, and being complementary. The etymology of "Z-W-J" in the Semitic
languages also confirms these components and shows that Zawjiyyah is a link between two
elements of the same rank that, despite their differences, are complementary and cooperative.

In addition, comparing the Quranic concept of Zawjiyyah with Hegelian and Marxist dialectics
showed that both theories accept the role of contradiction in the evolutionary movement, but the
nature of this contradiction in them is completely different. In Hegelian dialectics, movement is
formed on the basis of negation and conflict between thesis and antithesis, and Marx, inspired
by this model, considers the evolutionary movement of society and history to be the result of
internal contradictions (Motahari, 2009; Motahari, 2011). This is while in Quranic thought,
evolution is the result of cooperation and mutual completion, not the result of conflict and
mutual negation. Therefore, in the Quranic view, Zawjiyyah is a model for explaining human
relationships and the system of creation, in which differences are not the source of conflict, but

rather the basis for growth, perfection, and continuity of life.
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