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Objective: : Motherhood is a fundamental concept within the framework of religious
knowledge and Islamic studies regarding women; its interpretation across different
intellectual paradigms entails distinct epistemological and social implications. This
study aims to conduct a comparative re-examination of the concept of motherhood
within religious-ethical and existentialist frameworks by analyzing the perspectives
of Hajiech Khanom Amin, a prominent Islamic thinker, and Simone de Beauvoir, a
representative of existentialist feminism.

Method: This study employed a qualitative approach, specifically thematic analysis,
based on the study and coding of key texts by two thinkers: the exegetical and ethical
works of Hajieh Khanom Amin and The Second Sex by Simone de Beauvoir.
Results: The findings indicate that Simone de Beauvoir's analysis of motherhood begins
with an examination of social and historical constructs within modern Western societies;
over the course of her intellectual evolution, this analysis shifts from the ontological
perspective of "Otherness," as articulated in The Second Sex, toward a critique of
contemporary political and social structures. Consequently, in her thought, motherhood
is viewed not as a biological phenomenon, but as a structural instrument that reinforces
women's marginal status and constrains their agency within historical and political
contexts. In contrast, Hajich Khanom Amin, drawing upon a religious anthropology,
regards motherhood as a conscious, ethical, and spiritual responsibility that fosters a
woman's spiritual growth, facilitates the upbringing of the next generation, and elevates
the moral order of society.

Coclusions: Research findings indicate that the difference between these two
perspectives is rooted in anthropological foundations and differing conceptions of
freedom and responsibility; furthermore, the religious-ethical paradigm offers a
meaningful, civilization-building interpretation of motherhood that does not conflict
with women's social activism.
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Introduction

Motherhood has consistently been one of the most contentious concepts in discourses
surrounding womanhood, freedom, and social roles. In contemporary scholarship, this concept
sits at the intersection of the biological sciences, ethics, religion, and philosophy, having
undergone numerous re-examinations. On one hand, motherhood is traditionally understood
as a natural, relational, and ethical role at the heart of family and social life; on the other,
modern feminist and existentialist perspectives have critically analyzed it as a site of limitation,
social construction, and gendered expectations. These conflicting interpretations reflect deeper
divergences in anthropological and epistemological presuppositions regarding human nature,
the concept of freedom, responsibility, and the essence of female agency.

This study aims to conduct a comparative conceptual analysis of motherhood within two
distinct intellectual frameworks: the ethical-religious thought of Hajieh Khanom Amin and
the existentialist feminism of Simone de Beauvoir. Hajiech Khanom Amin is examined as a
representative of the discourse of Islamic ethics, wherein motherhood is linked to spiritual
perfection, moral responsibility, and the building of civilization. In contrast, Simone de Beauvoir
is studied as a leading existentialist philosopher who, in her seminal work The Second Sex,
addresses motherhood as a historically constructed condition that has often limited women's
autonomy. The significance of this research lies in the fact that many contemporary disputes
regarding the roles of women in the family and society stem not merely from practical concerns,
but from divergent fundamental ideas concerning freedom, embodiment, duty, and human

flourishing.

Method

This study employed a qualitative comparative design based on thematic analysis. The
research materials consisted of selected primary texts by Hajieh Khanom Amin (specifically
Makhzan al-Irfan) and Simone de Beauvoir (the original text of The Second Sex). The research
process was conducted in several systematic stages:

- Identification and collection: All statements related to motherhood, feminine roles,
responsibility, agency, and freedom were extracted.

- Coding: Relevant excerpts were entered into MAXQDA 10 software, and systematic coding
was performed.

- Thematization: Initial codes were elevated, first to organizing themes and subsequently to
higher-level interpretive categories, to generate overarching concepts.

This interpretive approach enabled the researcher to access not only explicit statements but also
the fundamental presuppositions shaping each thinker's position. Itis worth noting that the analysis
focused on conceptual interpretation; given the purely textual nature of the research, there were

no human participants, and thus, procedures regarding informed consent were not applicable.
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Results

The thematic analysis identified two distinct sets of themes:

1. Motherhood in the thought of Hajiech Khanom Amin: The findings highlighted five key
themes: (a) childbearing as an act of worship and a continuation of divine creation; (b) the
mother's pivotal position as an educator and moral agent; (¢) the endowment of the maternal role
with dignity, respect, and established rights; (d) motherhood as a moral commitment and duty
toward social order; and (e) the mother's fundamental role in the moral and spiritual upbringing
of the child. Overall, Amin views motherhood as a value-oriented mission aligned with the
woman's pursuit of human perfection.

2. Motherhood in the thought of Simone de Beauvoir: Analysis of The Second Sex revealed
four central themes: (a) motherhood as a socio-historical condition rather than a fixed essence;
(b) an explicit critique of biological essentialism and the reduction of women to instruments
of reproduction; (c¢) motherhood as a sphere where a woman's autonomy and freedom are
curtailed; and (d) the primacy of "existential self-creation" over maternal roles. It should be
noted, however, that Beauvoir's critique focuses on the social structures governing motherhood
and should not be simplistically generalized into a rejection of female embodiment in its entirety.

Comparative findings: The fundamental difference lies in the philosophical point of
departure; for Amin, motherhood is a "moral mission," whereas for Beauvoir, it is an "imposed
destiny" within historical-political contexts. In Amin’s thought, freedom is realized through
the "responsible fulfillment of obligations," whereas in de Beauvoir's thought, it is achieved

through "transcending social roles."

Conclusions

The results indicate that divergent interpretations of motherhood are rooted in fundamental
worldviews. Hajieh Khanom Amin's approach is grounded in "religious anthropology," whereas
de Beauvoir's is based on "existentialist critique." This study demonstrates that, depending
on the philosophical framework, motherhood can be understood either as a transcendent
spiritual responsibility or as a restrictive mechanism. Ultimately, the findings emphasize that
any discourse on the concept of motherhood remains incomplete without addressing broader
questions regarding human nature and the meaning of agency. Future research could expand
upon this understanding by examining other social roles of women, such as employment and

public participation.
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