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A Conceptual Study on Maternal Right from the View of Imam
Khomeini and Iranian Law

Mohammad Setayeshpour ', Zahra Zandieh®
Although the concept of "maternal right" is apparently obvious, it is always ambiguous in
terms of meaning and scope. This term first came in the secondary sources of international
law and some international documents, and there is not a comprehensive definition of it
yet. The present study was conducted with the aim of analyzing Imam Khomeini's ideas
and the Iranian law about maternal right. The data were collected by examining the related
written sources and were analyzed by a documentary-library method. The results pointed
out that although the term "maternal right" is not clearly expressed in Imam Khomeini's
thoughts and the Iranian law, many rights are considered for the mothers. The scope of
rights considered for the mothers in the Iranian law and especially in Imam Khomeini's
thoughts is broader than the scope of such rights in the international law. Moreover, in the
international law, the rights considered for mothers often come in the secondary sources
such as General Assembly resolutions, while in the Iranian law, such rights are obliging
and even in some cases, the level of their obligation is the extent to which not only they
are considered for the mothers, but also they are commitments to be done by others.
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1. Right to motherhood, maternity right

2. Julien, H.

3. United Nations

4. Report The Maternity Protection Convention.
5. International Labour Organization
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1. Earle, J.

2. Maternity Benefit

3. ILO

4. Right to safe motherhood
5. Maternity leave
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1. International Labour Organization (2000) :A woman is guaranteed the right to return to the same position
or an equivalent position paid at the same rate at the end of her maternity leave.
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