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Introduction

Marriage is the most important and sacred bond between two people and is the beginning
of a lasting relationship between them, who intend to establish a lasting and comprehensive
connection in psychological, social, emotional and physical terms, and provide the basis for
the formation of an emotional-supportive center. Despite its emotional and sexual attractions,
married life is sometimes the gradual beginning of problems and disagreements in various
areas. The failure of newly married individuals to resolve marital disputes and problems is due
to countless factors, and failure to properly identify these factors can exacerbate the occurrence
of disputes. The lack of adequate knowledge of newly married individuals at the beginning
of life can play a role in the occurrence of conflicts. Although marriage and the continuation
of the family are considered sacred, various factors can threaten this fundamental social base.
One of these factors is the inability to effectively resolve conflict when marital conflicts arise.
Therefore, the ability to recognize and resolve conflict can play a role in improving couples’
relationships. In order to improve couples’ relationships and improve the quality of life of
family members, cognitive-behavioral approaches are used, including improving the ability
to resolve conflict. Conflict resolution skills are a type of active learning aimed at adapting to
internal and external challenges.

D’Zurilla and Nezu (2010) consider the five-stage model of problem solving to include
approaching the problem, defining the problem and setting goals, generating alternative solutions,
making decisions and taking action, and evaluating. Positive conflict resolution methods such
as compromise and negotiation are associated with increased communication skills through
cognitive-social maturity and higher interpersonal understanding in married life. Research has
shown that family-centered conflict resolution skills training increases differentiation, improves
optimism in life orientation, increases positive affect, and reduces learned helplessness in
dysfunctional couples (Dehrouyeh and Tavakoli, 2024). Also, conflict resolution methods have
a strong predictive role in marital adjustment (Atashpour and Delforouzni, 2024). The existence
of conflict between couples has a negative impact on marital relationships, and violence between
newly married individuals is three times more than in couples who have been married for a
long time (Odrow, 2019). Conflict resolution skills are a cognitive skill that an individual can
take steps to improve based on their experiences. Therefore, it is essential to identify factors
that can lead to the growth and development of conflict resolution skills and the enrichment of
newly married individuals’ relationships (De la Fuente et al., 2019). The present study aimed to
qualitatively investigate the factors affecting conflict resolution to improve the newly married

individuals’ relationships.

Method

This study was conducted by a qualitative descriptive phenomenological method using the
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seven-stage Collaizi’s method. Interview data were analyzed through coding. For validation,
interview transcripts were reviewed by participants and the research report was evaluated
by experts. The researcher also reviewed the implementation process in consultation with
knowledgeable professors to confirm the reliability of the study. To collect data, first, the marital
satisfaction questionnaire by Hudson (1992) was administered, and those who scored higher
than the average were entered into a semi-structured interview. Interviews were conducted with
11 newly married individuals in the province of Yazd and continued until theoretical saturation
was reached. The criteria for entering the interview included a marriage period of between six
months and two years, no children, and a score higher than the average on the marital satisfaction
questionnaire. The interviews lasted between 50 and 100 minutes for each individual and
included questions about characteristics that contribute to effective communication, internal and
external factors in conflict resolution, the role of families, and negotiation skills. The data were
analyzed according to the Collaizi’s method in seven stages, including rereading the interviews,
extracting main codes, explaining meanings, organizing codes, clustering concepts, describing
findings, and explaining the structure of the phenomenon. The main research instrument was
the Hudson’s marital satisfaction questionnaire (25 questions on a 7-point Likert scale), whose

reliability in the present study was obtained with a Cronbach’s alpha of 0.87.

Results

The findings showed that eleven categories and 34 main concepts play a role in resolving
newly married individuals’ conflicts. These categories include:

1. Appropriate negotiation styles (win-win negotiation, compromise, and adaptation): Couples
negotiate in a way that takes into account both parties’ perspectives.

2. Using specialized help from a counselor/psychologist (individual counseling and couple
therapy): Individual counseling and couple therapy help to better understand themselves and
their spouses and reduce disagreements.

3. Restoring the positive emotional system after conflict (compensatory efforts, boosting
optimism, gray vision): Couples repair their relationships with compensatory efforts and a
realistic outlook.

4. Couples’ coping strategies with controlling families (managing other people’s opinions,
logical persuasion, spatial independence, skill-building entertainment): Couples reduce
controllingness with communication skills and independence from families.

5. Family efforts to resolve couples’ conflicts (encouraging counseling, neutrality, delegation
of agency): Families are effective in reducing conflict by being neutral and encouraging couples
to solve problems themselves.

6. Economic issues and their ability to resolve them (financial independence, financial
planning): Financial independence and economic planning reduce marital tensions.

7. Lack of control: Respect for differences and the spouse’s freedom to make decisions are
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factors that calm married life.

8. Trust (confidentiality, commitment, honesty, confidence, responsibility): Trust is the basis
for the stability of the emotional and marital relationship.

9. Encouragement (encouragement, appreciation, admiration): Positive behaviors and mutual
appreciation strengthen the emotional bond between couples.

10. Emotional well-being (lack of negative mood, anger control): Managing negative emotions
stabilizes the relationship.

11. Effective communication skills (expressing feelings and expectations, active listening,
caring about the spouse’s discomfort, knowing why they are behaving, open communication):
Honest communication leads to mutual understanding and better conflict resolution.

Overall, factors that affect conflict resolution among newly married individuals include
constructive interaction, family and social support, financial independence, mutual trust,

encouragement, emotional well-being, and effective communication skills

Conclusions

The findings of the study showed that enriching couples’ conflict resolution skills can
increase newly married individuals’ readiness to face future crises. Appropriate negotiation
styles, the use of specialized counseling, restoring the positive emotion system, coping
strategies with controlling families, family support, economic empowerment, lack of control,
trust, encouragement, emotional well-being, and effective communication are among the most
important factors affecting couples’ conflict resolution. These results showed that appropriate
negotiation styles promote marital adjustment and that using specialized help from counselors is
effective in recognizing couples’ psychological characteristics and reducing conflicts. Restoring
positive emotions after a conflict prevents future conflicts. Appropriate coping strategies when
families are controlling help couples maintain their boundaries. Financial empowerment
and economic planning reduce marital pressures. Lack of control and respect for individual
differences improve relationships. Trust, mutual encouragement, and emotional well-being
increase couples’ emotional security and resilience. Effective communication skills also lead
to constructive expression of feelings and expectations and increase mutual understanding.
Finally, conflict resolution skills training and counseling interventions to increase conflict
resolution ability can greatly help newly married individuals improve their marital relationships

and provide a foundation for marriage sustainability and family mental health.
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comparative method. The population included student couples living in residential
complexes in Qom, of whom 626 (313 couples) were selected by the cluster sampling
and responded to demographic and marital conflict questionnaires by Sanaei et al.
(2008).

Results: The findings showed that there is a statistically significant difference between
marital conflicts between spouses raised in small-population families and those raised
in large-population families; that is, spouses who were from large-population families
had fewer marital conflicts than spouses who were from small-population and small-
population families.

Conclusions: In analyzing and explaining the factors of marital conflicts and planning
to prevent and deal with them, it is necessary to pay more attention to the number of
family members and the rate of childbearing, and long-term programs should be targeted

to motivate and increase population growth.
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Introduction

As time passes and the lifestyle of the Iranian people changes from traditional to modern, many
of the concepts of the past have gradually changed and replaced with modern and contemporary
concepts. One of these cases is the issue of few and single-child families, which families consider
an important issue in achieving their personal goals. This phenomenon occurs for various reasons
and justifications such as economic factors such as poverty and unemployment, social factors
such as women’s employment, women’s education, marital conflicts, cultural factors such as
idealism versus child rearing, individualism, consumerism, body management, lifestyle, leisure
time, socio-economic base and social relationship network (Moradi and Dolatkhah, 2022) and
physical and biological risks such as the effect of pregnancy on beauty and body, physical,
mental and psychological health of the child and mother (Aghayarihir et al., 2016).

Negative economic, social, family, psychological, and educational consequences include
the harms of having few children and having only one child. Only-child families consider the
consequences of this issue undesirable for their children and believe that having only one child
is not a suitable model for families (Razaghi Nasrabad et al., 2016). Nowadays, consequences
such as filial piety, dependency, loneliness, weakening of family culture, divorce and separation,
reduction of kinship ties, aging population (Moradi and Dolatkhah, 2022), low motivation
for progress (Shaghaghi Shiri and Ahmadi, 2015), educational problems such as impatience,
inability to solve problems, selfishness, lack of teamwork spirit, high expectations (Shojaei
and Yazdkhasti, 2017; Alizadeh et al., 2021; Satourian et al., 2014; Aghayarihir et al., 2016)
and poor social cognition (Karimian et al., 2015) have caused family health to be put at risk.
Mothers of few and single children reported that their children are weak in problem-solving
skills, resilience and independence (Razaghi Nasrabad et al., 2016; Aghayarihir et al., 2016).
Other findings show that children from large families experience more social cognition than
children from single-child families (Krimian et al., 2015).

Many psychologists believe that adult personality is formed in childhood (Schultz and
Schultz, 2013). Therefore, the personality traits that spouses bring with them from childhood
to adulthood have an effect on the quality of their married life (Stroud et al., 2010; Maloof et
al., 2010). People who have emotional and behavioral problems in childhood may continue
their problems until puberty and adulthood (Satourian et al., 2014). One of the problems that
can challenge a person’s life in the future is disagreement with their spouse in marital life,
which is referred to as marital conflict. The concept of conflict refers to disagreement between
spouses, meaning that the individual sees a mismatch between their own goals, expectations,
needs, or personal desires and those of their partner (Houshmandi et al., 2019). Marital conflict
may be described as a struggle, conflict, quarrel, or disagreement between husband and wife
and sometimes between other family members over conflicting needs, ideas, beliefs, values,

or goals (Tasso et al., 2021). This can be a precursor to couples separating (Bashkar et al.,
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2012; Navabinejad et al., 2023). Glasser (2000) says: «Conflict in the family indicates that
the qualitative world of the members of that family is incompatible with each other and at
least one family member is trying to harmonize the other family members with his qualitative
world. Therefore, it can affect the mental health of couples» (Navabinejad et al., 2023). The
issue examined in the present study is how people who grew up in families with few children
perform in their married life with their spouses. The hypothesis of this research is that having
only one child or having few children can play a role in the emergence and intensification of

marital conflicts in the future.

Method

The present study was conducted using a non-experimental ex-post facto causal-comparative
method. In addition to descriptive statistics such as mean and standard deviation, inferential
statistics such as independent t-test were used to compare two groups and obtain the difference
in mean scores. The population consisted of student couples living in residential complexes
in Pardisan in Qom Province, of whom 626 people (313 couples) were selected by the cluster
sampling. Research data were collected by administering the demographic and marital conflict
questionnaires revised by Sanaei et al. (MCQ-R). The demographic questionnaire included
questions about the number of people in the main family and the spouse. The revised marital
conflict questionnaire consists of 54 questions that measure eight dimensions of marital
conflict. Sanaei et al.’s Marital Conflict Questionnaire (MCQ-R) has good content validity. The
reliability coefficient of the test using Cronbach’s alpha method for the entire questionnaire on

a group of 270 people was 0.96. In the present study, the total Cronbach’s alpha was 0.866.

Results

Descriptive findings showed that the highest percentage of respondents (42%) were in the age
group of 25 to 35 years. Based on the results, the mean score in the marital conflicts variable was
101. To examine the normality of the distribution of variables, skewness and kurtosis statistics
were used, which showed that the aforementioned variable was normal. Levine’s statistic was
used to test the homogeneity of variances, and the significance level was higher than 0.05, so
the variance of the groups is equal. Based on the findings, the mean of marital conflicts in the
first group, i.e., small-population families (less than 4 people) (mean = 105.686) were higher
than the second group, i.e., large-population families (more than 4 people) (mean = 100.427).
The results of the independent t-test showed that the significance level was lower than 0.05, so
there is a significant difference between the marital conflicts of the two groups in terms of the
demographic status of the individuals. The positive difference in means (5.256) indicates that
the mean scores of marital conflicts in the low-population group are higher than the mean scores

of marital conflicts in the high-population group.
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Conclusions

The results show that there is a statistically significant difference between marital conflicts
between the two groups based on the number of members of the paternal family. People who
were raised in large families had fewer marital conflicts than those who were raised in small
families. Although no study was found that examined the effects of being only one child or with
few family members on people’s adulthood lives, especially their marital conflicts, the results
of the present study are consistent with the findings of Satourian (2014), Razaghi Nasrabad et
al. (2016), and Shaghaghi Shiri and Ahmadi (2015), who believe that people who grew up in
families with few children or only one child experience more problems, and the research of
Karimian (2015) and Derakhshanpour et al. (2020), who believe that people who grew up as
only one child experience less social cognition. In explaining the research hypothesis, it can
be stated that children from small-sized families do not acquire many interpersonal and social
skills, as well as adaptation and problem-solving skills. This shows the importance of having
siblings in the development of interpersonal and social skills (Derakhshanpour et al., 2020). The
presence of siblings in all areas of life can be influential in the process of individual development.
Large-sized families in which siblings are seen behave positively in adaptive behaviors with the
environment and others. Having many children increases the individual’s social cognition and
enables the individual to analyze and judge the behaviors of others more adaptively (Karimian
et al., 2015). To prevent disputes and harmful interactions that lead to marital conflicts and
divorce, it is necessary to pay more attention to the number of family members, the number
of children, and parenting styles, and to design and implement long-term plans to increase
population growth. Of course, we should not ignore the impact of parenting styles, economic
status, parental education level, cultural and religious level, parental separation, and other factors
on the formation of children’s behavioral and psychological problems (Sardarpour Goudarzi et
al., 2003; Hallahan and Kaufman, 2003, cited in Satourian et al., 2014).
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Objective: This research aimed to investigate the perspective of Imam Musa Sadr as
a Muslim scholar in dealing with social issues in the field of women and family in the
modern era, and to analyze his proposed solutions based on an Islamic approach.
Method: This study was conducted using the thematic analysis method and a systematic
review of the works of Imam Musa Sadr.

Results: The analysis of Imam Musa Sadr's works revealed three main issues, which
are as follows: «marriage outside the framework», «polygamy», and «gender inequality
and the denial of women's social status». From his point of view, the causes of the
emergence of marriages outside the framework are the rapid changes in modern life, an
anti-social attitude towards marriage, and stagnation in understanding religious rulings.
His solution is to return to the easy-going and social approach of Islam to marriage
and to use jurisprudential dynamics. He does not consider polygamy to be an absolute
ruling, but rather considers it conditional on specific social conditions to which it must
be subject. In the issue of gender inequality, he considers the oppression and exploitation
of women as the cause of their real status being taken away, their lives being ruined, and
society being deprived of their capacities.

Conclusions: This research shows that Imam Musa Sadr, with a social perspective
and purposes in religious texts, offers Islamic-based solutions for women's issues that
emphasize providing conditions for the dignified and chaste presence of women in various
social arenas, with an emphasis on positive identity and freedom. The present research
is a testament to the efforts of Muslim thinkers to utilize the capacities of the Islamic
perspective in response to emerging challenges in the field of women and the family.
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Introduction

The process of modernization in the last two hundred years has brought about many changes in
human culture and social life. However, these issues vary in intensity and degree depending on
the culture of the societies (Giddens, 2004). The process of modernization in Islamic societies
has also brought about extensive changes in the field of women and the family, following
global changes. The most influential and controversial social and theoretical challenges of
the last century in this field arose from the feminism movement. Although this movement
helped women’s activities in social fields, it itself became the source of some other problems
by emphasizing social growth and ignoring other dimensions such as the individual and family
dimensions of women. The failure of feminist approaches is evidence that this field requires
a balanced, systematic approach that encompasses all dimensions of the problem. Therefore,
reaching a perspective that stems from divine and innate thinking is essential for developing the
status of women in today’s world (Farahmand, 2007).

Imam Musa Sadr (1928) is one of the most prominent contemporary Muslim scholars and
social reformers who, in addition to his theoretical thinking, has also left valuable experiences
in the field of politics and institution-building in dealing with social issues. In the present study,
social issues in the field of women and family were examined from an Islamic and Shiite
perspective in the context of a Muslim society based on the thought and experience of Imam
Musa Sadr, and by analyzing his speeches and writings, the causes, solutions, and consequences

of these issues were analyzed.

Method

The main source of data for this research is the collection «Step by Step with the Imamy
(Zaher, 2017), which includes daily reports of Imam Musa Sadr’s activities, meetings,
interviews, messages, speeches, and articles from 1960 to 1978. Thematic analysis was used to
analyze the data. This method was chosen due to its flexibility and efficiency in summarizing,
categorizing, and reconstructing textual data (Sheikhzadeh and Baniasad, 2020). In the present
study, by following an inductive approach and at an explicit semantic level, themes related to
each research question were identified and categorized into three categories: cause, solution,
and consequence. The analysis process was carried out in six stages, including familiarization
with the data, coding, creation of initial themes, review, definition of themes, and presentation

of an analytical report.

Results
Through the thematic content of the data set, three social issues emphasized in the works of
Imam Musa Sadr in the field of women and family were identified, which are as follows: marriage

outside the framework, polygamy, gender inequality, and the denial of women’s social status.
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1. Marriage outside the framework

Causes: From the Imam Musa Sadr’s view, the causes of marriage outside the framework are:

A) Rapid changes and developments in individual and social life that have destroyed the
stability and peace that prevailed in past life and have made it more difficult to recognize
individuals and find similar people (Zaher, 2017, 2/232; Zaher, 2017, 11/476).

B) Rigidity in religious rulings and an occult view of marriage that exists in Christianity
and has affected Muslim societies, while Islam considers marriage a social matter. He warns:
«Brothers, reach out to the youth. Now, the rigidity that exists in jurisprudential rulings has
caused many Islamic countries to abandon the Islamic personal status law. [...] Isn’t Islam a
progressive religion? Why don’t we provide the possibility of restrictions on polygamy and free
and unrestricted divorce in our flexible and extensive jurisprudence? [...] Why don’t we make
our jurisprudence dynamic and compatible with the requirements of the time so that society does
not take a stand against the Shariah rulings and does not set them aside? (Zaher, 2017, 3/291).

Consequences: From the perspective of Imam Musa Sadr, the consequences of marriage
outside the framework include:

A) Risky decision-making; because marriage «is the entrance to the future society and this is
what makes marriage very sensitive, important and precise» (Zaher, 2017, 2/232).

B) Adverse impact on family peace, childbearing and the future of children.

Solutions: From the Imam Musa Sadr’s view, the solutions to marriage outside the framework
include:

A) Considering marriage as a social matter in Islam.

B) Promoting simplicity in the matter of marriage.

C) Formalizing marriage registration in religious institutions.

D) Applying new solutions with religious restrictions such as the engagement period;
According to Sadr: «This type of marriage allows men and women to establish relationships
that are known in today’s world as the engagement period. [...] Therefore, entering into married
life requires testing and experience, which is permissible from a religious perspective only
through temporary marriage for the required time during the engagement period» (Zaher, 2017,
3/237).

E) Applying the dynamics of jurisprudence through the conditions of the contract; «Both parties
to the contract can change the form of transactions and contracts by adding conditions to make
them compatible with the needs of an advanced society, and we all know that one of the factors

that lead to the collapse of systems is their stagnation and inflexibility» (Zaher, 2017, 3/365).

2. Polygamy
Causes: According to Imam Musa Sadr, the main cause of polygamy is the abuse of specific

social conditions. He believes that the verse related to polygamy in the Quran does not imply
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its absolute permissibility, but rather sets two basic conditions for it: fear of not doing justice to
orphans and doing justice between spouses (Zaher, 2017, 2/78; 3/236).

Solution: Limiting polygamy to social conditions; the ruling on polygamy is not an absolute
ruling, but rather relates to specific situations that change depending on historical and social
conditions (Zaher, 2017, 3/309; 3/330).

3. Gender inequality and the denial of women’s social status

Causes: According to Imam Musa Sadr, the causes of gender inequality and the denial of
women’s social status include:

A) Differences in talents and abilities despite their completeness and equality in human status.

B) Dominance and exploitation of women; Sadr states: «Sisters! Men who made idols of
themselves for you to worship [...] today force her to become an artistic painting so that men
can enjoy her with their eyes and their sick hearts» (Zaher, 2017, 11/471).

C) The disappearance of the conditions for women’s presence and social activity after the
deviation of Muslim society from the standards of Islam.

Consequences: According to Imam Musa Sadr, the consequences of gender inequality and the
denial of women’s social status include: leading women to weakness and degradation, and the
backwardness of society due to the deprivation of women’s role.

Solutions: According to him, the solutions to eliminate gender inequality and the denial of
women’s social status include:

A) Providing conditions for women’s presence and social activity.

B) Ensuring positive freedom for women; «Human ability does not develop except in a free
space [...] Pressure leads to stagnation and distortion of abilities» (Zaher, 2017, 2/350).

C) The dignified presence of women in various fields.

D) Maintaining chastity to prevent the degradation of women’s status.

E) Maintaining moderation in defending women’s rights.

F) Dividing duties and balancing rights and duties.

G) Appreciating women and giving them an identity.

Conclusions

The purpose of this research was to investigate contemporary social issues of Muslim
women and families from the Imam Musa Sadr’s view. Influenced by the increasing changes
in today’s world, the family institution has also witnessed new forms or alternative forms,
especially among young people. Imam Musa Sadr considers the reason to be the rapid changes
and developments in individual and social life and the ineffectiveness of traditional forms
of marriage in accordance with today’s conditions of society, which, due to the rigidity in
the rulings and the anti-social view of marriage, has led young people to marry outside the

framework. Applying the dynamics existing in jurisprudence provides possibilities with which
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one can achieve a form of marriage that, despite observing the conditions and standards of
Islam, is also appropriate to today’s social conditions.

Polygamy, from the perspective of Imam Musa Sadr, is not an absolute ruling, but rather
refers to some specific social conditions, the determination of which is also the responsibility of
the ruler of Islam. Regarding gender inequality, from the Sadr’s perspective, women and men
are complete and equal to each other as human beings. In addition to weakening and degrading
women, the deprivation of women’s true status has also deprived and left society backward.
Therefore, the most important task to solve this problem is to prepare the conditions for women’s
social presence and activity based on Islam by moving away from the two attitudes of exploiting
women by staying at home and commodifying them by marketing. The prerequisite for this is
to provide positive freedom and the possibility of women’s active participation and presence in
various social, political, and economic fields while preserving their honor, chastity, and dignity.

Imam Musa Sadr, as an experienced jurist of social leadership, believes that in facing
emerging issues in the field of women and the family, one should also pay attention to innate
commonalities and gender differences by seeing and recognizing social changes with a religious
perspective. A social perspective and attention to the historicity and purposes of rulings can,
by moving beyond textualism in the context of the dynamics of jurisprudence, provide new
possibilities for expanding the scope of rulings and their suitability with social conditions, and

prevent the new generation from being led out of religious frameworks.
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Objective: In Islamic teachings, the fundamental role of women in the family is
their position as wives and mothers, which are considered to be among the most vital
responsibilities in making a healthy society. The present study was conducted with the
aim of investigating the importance of women's role and their social status in preserving
and transmitting the values of martyrdom to future generations. The research approach
focuses on emphasizing the spiritual characteristics of women and their impact on
promoting martyrdom. The case study in this study is Asma bent Omais; a lady of
dignity and virtue and one of the companions of the Prophet Mohammad who, along
with her husband Jafar Tayyar, was one of the pioneers of accepting Islam.

Method: This study was conducted using an analytical-documentary method and based on
the study ofhistorical and narrative sources related to the life and role of Asma bent Omais.
Results: The results show that in the Islamic spirituality model, women play a central
role in promoting the spiritual status in the family. Asma bent Omais was the axis
that drove the family towards spirituality; accompanying and participating in her
husband’s effortful activities, providing emotional and spiritual support for him, filling
her husband’s free time, educating and raising children, strengthening family ties,
preserving and promoting the values of martyrdom, providing a role model and example
of the martyr in the family, and strengthening faith and spiritual values in the family are
among the most important components of this woman's role.

Conclusions: Asma bent Omais can be considered a successful example of a faithful
and active Muslim woman in promoting family spirituality and promoting the culture of
sacrifice and martyrdom. Explaining this model will pave the way for strengthening the

role of women in transmitting spiritual values and martyrdom in today's society.
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Introduction

Martyrdom in Islamic culture is considered the highest level of human sacrifice and excellence.
By sacrificing his life, a martyr contributes to the dynamism of society and the eradication
of corruption. Another perspective of this sacred event is the role of the wives and families
of martyrs; women who are blessed by God and are the embodiment of patience, sacrifice,
and resistance. These women patiently and selflessly spend for the glory and exaltation of
Islam and, like a precious capital, play a role in safeguarding Islamic values in society. At the
beginning of Islam, there was also a woman who is a clear example of this honor and greatness.
It is through her companionship that a martyr like Jafar Tayyar gained an immortal name and
received the golden medal of the commander of «Zoljanahain» from the Throne of Revelation
(Ibn Kasir, 1407AH, 6/453). This noble lady raised children who watered the sturdy tree of
Islam with her blood. This virtue, greatness, and high status were manifested in the existence of
a pure lady named Asma bent Omais. The aim of the present study, in addition to honoring the
outstanding and noble personality of this noble lady and reviving her name and memory, is to
model her character for the families of martyrs in today’s society. This research seeks to answer
this central question: What role did Asma bent Omais, as the wife of Jafar ibn Abi Taleb and the

mother of martyrs, play in promoting the values of martyrdom in the family?

Method

This study was conducted using an analytical-documentary method and based on library
resources, and the duties and spiritual role of Asma bent Omais in creating and establishing
the values of martyrdom in the context of a small faith community, namely the family, were
examined. Based on the life of that dear lady, first the main axes of her role in this case were
extracted and then by explaining and analyzing these axes, an attempt was made to present
practical models appropriate to the conditions of today’s society. In addition, relevant historical

evidence from the life and existing historical analyses were presented as scientific documents.

Results

The results show that in the Islamic spirituality model, the woman plays a pivotal role in
promoting the spiritual status of the family. Asma bent Omais was the axis that drove the
family towards spirituality; accompanying and participating in her husband’s effortful activities,
supporting him emotionally and spiritually, filling his free time, educating and raising children,
strengthening family ties, preserving and promoting the values of martyrdom, providing a role
model and example of the martyr in the family, and strengthening faith and spiritual values in

the family are among the most important components of this lady’s role-playing.

1. Accompanying her husband in his effortful activities:

When Asma had just married Jafar ibn Abi Taleb, she set out with him on a dangerous and
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difficult journey, namely, a journey to Abyssinia (Ibn Sad, 1360AH, 4/25). She knew that her
husband’s presence in this caravan was not an ordinary presence, but that Jafar ibn Abi Taleb had
been chosen as the ambassador of the Prophet Mohammad and the commander of this caravan
(Majlesi, 1403AH, 18/419). Fifteen years of living in a strange land (Abazari, 1376AH) were

among Asma’s greatest companions as a devoted wife and companion in her husband’s efforts.

2. Emotional and spiritual support:

Asma bent Omais was able to strengthen her husband, Jafar ibn Abi Taleb, at various times
and support him spiritually with her loving presence and spiritual and emotional support. This
good and spiritual connection between Asma and Jafar turned them into successful and spiritual

role models that would inspire others.

3. Filling the absence of the husband in life:

On the morning of the day when the Prophet Mohammad visited the Jafar Tayyar’s family to
convey the news of his martyrdom and express his condolences and sympathy to his family, Asma
had been tanning since morning to earn a living, while also taking care of the household and her
children. Asma quoted the events of that day as follows: «On the morning of Jafar’s martyrdom,
I tanned forty hides. In addition, I kneaded flour, washed and cleaned my children...» (Ibn Sad,
1360AH, 8/282). Seyed Mohsen Amin, after narrating this narrative, wrote: «This narrative
expresses the good management of the home, the proper management of the family, the care of
children, and the hard work of Arab women and the wives of martyrs in the home environment»
(Amin, 1403AH, 3/306).

4. Divine politeness in raising and educating children:

Asma bent Omais, relying on her spiritual and faith-based strength, like a strong pillar in the
family, tried to pass on to future generations the values and standards for which Jafar bin Abi Taleb
had sacrificed his life. Relying on God, Asma took sole responsibility for raising her children,
wiped the dust of orphanhood from their faces, and raised young men with faith, courage, and
zeal, each of whom shone like their father in the city of Medina in a short period of time and
became famous to everyone (A group of authors, 1999, p.487). Regarding Mohammad bin Abi
Bakr, it is narrated in a Hadith by Ibn Sanan from Imam Sadegh: «The nobility of Mohammad
bin Abi Bakr is from his mother, Asma bent Omais» (Ibn Hajar Asghalani, 1325AH, 12/389).

5. Strengthening family ties:

Theupbringing of Jafaribn Abi Taleb’s wife, when her responsibility became prominent after her
husband’s martyrdom, shows that she used several methods to maintain and enhance family ties
among her children and with her husband’s family. Her most important behavior was to strengthen
and solidify her relationship with the Imam Ali and Hazrat Zahra. Visiting Imam Ali (A group of
authors, 1999, p.498) and serving Hazrat Zahra and Imam Hassan and Imam Hussein (Yaghoubi,
1343AH, 2/115) enabled her to raise her children in the light of the guardianship of Imam Ali.
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6. Preserving and promoting the values of martyrdom:

After hearing the news of her husband’s martyrdom and hearing his virtues and ranks from
the mouth of the Prophet Mohammad, Asma bent Omais immediately asked the Prophet to
publicly announce these virtues and high status of her husband among all Muslims, in order to
honor his great Jihad and appreciate the sacrifices of the commander; the Prophet Mohammad
also agreed to this request (Vaghedi, 1409AH, 2/767). The Prophet said: «God has given Jafar
two wings with which he flies in Paradise» (Ibn Abi al-Hadid, 1385AH, 15/71).

7. Modeling and setting an example from the martyr in the family:

One of the most fundamental spiritual roles of Asma bent Omais in religious education was
to provide a model from the father of martyr for her children. With Asma’s intelligent request to
the Prophet Mohammad to publicly announce Jafar’s virtues and bravery to the people: «If you
gathered the people and informed them of Jafar’s virtue, they would never forget his virtue»
(Barghi, 1371AH, 2/420), the fame of the martyred commander with the title of «Zoljanahain»
became permanent in history and an honor for the family, especially his children (Ibn al-Asir,
1409AH, 1/541).

8. Strengthening faith and spiritual values in the family:

Asma bent Omais, aware of this serious duty of a woman to strengthen the family’s religious
faith and realize Islamic spirituality in life, did the best. In addition to providing spiritual support
to his husband, she raised his children to be obedient and loving to the Imam, so that they were

all considered companions and helpers of Imam Ali and of that Imam.

9. The unique myth of patience and perseverance:

Asma bent Omais was a symbol of patience and perseverance both in accompanying her
husband on the dangerous migration to Abyssinia and living in a strange land with its hardships
(Abazari, 1376AH, p.20), and after the martyrdom of Jafar Tayyar, she showed unique patience
(Ibn Sad, 1360AH, 8/220). The Prophet Mohammad said to her: «Do you fear for them while I
am their guardian in this world and the Hereafter?» (Ibn Anbah, 1417AH, p.36)..

Conclusions

Asma bent Omais’ personality, as a humanizing element, has played a very effective role in
strengthening spirituality in the family, promoting the spirit of sacrifice and martyrdom, and
promoting the values of martyrdom in family life. Asma bent Omais, with her personality traits
of pure faith and divine piety, obedience and guardianship, and sincere love for the Ahl al-Bayt,
was able to raise martyred and witness children in her pure lap. Asma bent Omais’ spiritual
status infused the atmosphere of the house with spirituality, and by playing a pivotal role and
continuously supporting her husband and children, she paved the way for promoting the values
of martyrdom and spiritual growth in the environment of life. The life of this provincial lady
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is full of passion, enthusiasm, and moral virtues. Considering the case study of Asma bent
Omais, the wife of Jafar ibn Abi Taleb, and her unique role in strengthening spirituality and the
values of martyrdom in the family, it can be concluded that the presence and activity of women
in promoting religious and spiritual culture, especially in promoting the spirit of sacrifice and
martyrdom, plays a pivotal and effective role. By cultivating these values in the family context,
women can help to differentiate and strengthen the spiritual foundations of society and, as a

humanizing element, contribute to the continuation and expansion of religious values.
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Objective: The aim of the present study is to explain and criticize the public view on the
verse of temporary marriage and analyze the emergence of the interpretative opinions of
Sunni commentators in the second to fourth centuries AH, which are the basis of later
views on this issue.

Method:This research was conducted using an analytical-documentary method and by
examining religious texts with an Ijtihadi approach.

Results: The results of the studies showed that Sunni commentators, by denying
temporary marriage, using the content of the narratives and analyzing verse 24 of Surah
Nesa and providing reasons such as: expressing different meanings for the words of the
verse, discussing the fact that Mut’ah is not a marriage, resolving the contradiction in
the dates of prohibition, and claiming consensus on the prohibition of mut'ah, have tried
to prove the meaning of permanent marriage from the provisions of the verse and deny
temporary marriage from it.

Conclusions: In this study, attention was paid to theological, interpretative, and
jurisprudential elements regarding the opinions of Sunnis and Shiites, and the internal
inconsistencies and shortcomings of the public view were explained. The results
showed that none of the reasons presented could confront and reject the evidence for the

continued permissibility of Mut'ah.
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Introduction

Verse 24 of Surah Nesa: «For the enjoyment you have had from them thereby, give them their
dowries, by way of settlement, and there is no sin upon you in what you may agree upon after
the settlement. Indeed, Allah is all-knowing, all-wise», has long been a subject of interpretative
disagreement between Shiites and Sunnis. Shiite commentators such as Tabarsi, Sheikh Tousi,
and Alameh Tabatabaei consider this verse to refer to temporary marriage (cf., Tabarsi, 1372AH,
3/52; Tousi, 1407AH, 7/165; Tabatabaei, 1417AH, 4/271), while Sunni commentators such
as Tabari and Jassas consider it to refer to permanent marriage (cf., Tabari, 1412AH, 5/10;
Jassas, 1405AH, 3/94). In this research, the interpretative opinions of Sunni commentators in
the second to fourth centuries AH, especially the views of Abu Bakr Jassas, on the mentioned
issue were criticized and reviewed, because the views presented in these centuries have become
the basis for interpretations in later periods. The goal is to determine the position and validity
of their interpretative views through jurisprudential, basic, lexical, Rejali, and Delali research

into the narratives related to the verse.

Method

In the present study, the views of prominent Sunni commentators from the second to fourth
centuries AH were reviewed using a descriptive-analytical and critical approach, and with an
Ijtihadi approach. They include Abd al-Razaq ibn Hamam al-Sanani (d.211), the author of
Tafsir al-Quran, Abu Jafar Mohammad ibn Jarir Tabari (d.310), the author of Tafsir Jame’
al-Bayan fi Tafsir al-Quran, Abu Ishaq Zajaj (d.311), the author of Tafsir al-Tahzib ma’ani al-
Quran va ’E’rabah, and Abu Bakr Ahmad ibn Ali Jassas (d.370), the author of Ahkam al-Quran;
thus, the evidence and narratives presented by these commentators about verse 24 of Surah
Nesa were extracted, categorized, and criticized. The criticisms were based on lexical studies
(such as analyzing the words of sexual enjoyment, marriage, Mohsenin, and Mosafehin), Rejali
(examining the documents of narratives), and Delali (analyzing the content of narratives and
arguments). In addition, the aforementioned views were evaluated by citing interpretive, Hadith,

and jurisprudential sources, as well as historical evidence.

Results

1. The evidence of Sunni commentators in denying the implication of verse 24 of Surah
Nesa on Mut’ah

The Sunni commentators have interpreted the verse as referring to permanent marriage, citing
a set of evidence, which include:

- Citing narratives: They have relied on narratives from Ibn Abbas, Hassan Basri, Mojahed and
Ibn Zeid who interpreted «sexual enjoyment» as «marriage» (permanent marriage). Such as the

narrative of Ali ibn Abi Talhah from Ibn Abbas: «Sexual enjoyment is also the same as marriage»
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(Tabari, 1412AH, 5/9) and the narrative of Mo’mar from Hassan Basri who considers «For the
enjoyment you have had from them» to marriage (Sanani, 1410AH, 1/154; Tabari, 1412AH, 5/9).

- Interpretation of the verse on permanent marriage: Zajaj believes that sexual enjoyment
means taking advantage of a woman in a permanent marriage, and «enjoyment» refers to
anything with profit, not specifically Mut’ah (Abu Ishaq, 1427AH, 2/28). Jassas also considers
the content of the verse to be about permanent marriage and sexual intercourse, and he has
placed the phrase «For the enjoyment you have had from them» as a reference to «And any
woman other than those mentioned is Halal for you» (Al-Jassas, 1405AH, 3/97).

- Ibn Abbas’ claim of returning to permissibility: Citing two narratives, Jassas claimed that
Ibn Abbas referred to the permissibility of Mut’ah from a statement. One of these narratives
says: «The abrogation of temporary marriage has occurred with the first verse of Surah Talag»
(Al-Jassas, 1405AH, 3/95).

- Mut’ah is not a marriage: Jassas argues that a divorced woman is not considered a wife and
Mut’ah lacks rulings such as the Iddah of divorce, the <Iddah of death, the establishment of
lineage and inheritance; therefore, it cannot be a type of marriage. He cites a narrative from Ibn
Abbas who said: «Mut’ah is neither a marriage nor a fornication» (Al-Jassas, 1405AH, 3/98).

- Resolving the contradiction of the dates of prohibition: Jassas, referring to the difference
in the dates quoted for the prohibition of Mut’ah, concludes that the prohibition itself is
established due to the consensus of the narrators and, ultimately, the prohibition has abrogated
the permissibility (Al-Jassas, 1405AH, 3/75, 100).

- Invalidation of the term condition: Jassas compares temporary marriage with a sale contract
and concludes that just as a sale is invalid with a term condition, the term condition in marriage
is also invalid (Al-Jassas, 1405AH, 3/101).

- Criticism of those who say that it is permissible: Jassas rejects the claim of consensus on the

permissibility due to the conflicting reports regarding prohibition (Al-Jassas, 1405AH, 3/103).

2. Criticism and review of the aforementioned evidence

The studies show that the above evidence does not have the necessary accuracy for the
following reasons:

A) Criticism of the interpretation of the word «sexual enjoyment»: The use of the word
«marriage» in narratives does not contradict its inclusion in Mut’ah, because in many Sunni
Hadith books, the chapter related to Mut’ah is titled «Chapter of Marriage of al-Mut’ah» (cf.,
Neysabouri, no-date, 4/130; Bayhaqi, no-date, 7/200; Ibn Majah, no-date, 1/630). In addition,
the narratives of Ibn Jorayj and others are in conflict with their own actions (such as having a
large number of Mut’ah) (Zahabi, no-date, 1/170). On the other hand, the narratives of Ali ibn
Abi Talhah and Ibn Zeid are documentarily weak and in some cases are Morsal. Ali ibn Abi
Talhah is weak according to the Rejalians (Al-Aqili, 1418AH, 3/23; Khatib Baqdadi, 1417AH,
11/426) and Ibn Zeid (Usamah ibn Zeid) also lived in the second century and his statement is
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just his own idea (Ameli, 1410AH, 5/255).

B) Rejection of the three arguments of Jassas:

- His argument on the proportionality of the beginning and end of the verse is imposed and
there is no evidence for the exclusivity in permanent marriage.

- Limiting the meaning of «Mohsenin» to permanent marriage is not acceptable. Fakhr Razi
says in refuting these arguments: «Jassas has not presented any evidence for the exclusion of
Ihsan in the case of Mut’ah» (Razi, 1420AH, 10/44). The literal meaning of Thsan is general
(cf., Farahidi, 1409AH, 3/118; Ragheb Isfahani, 1412AH).

- The claim that «Mut’ah is the same as fornication» is in contradiction with the narrative
of Jassas himself from Ibn Abbas who says «Mut’ah is neither marriage nor fornication» (Al-
Jassas, 1405AH, 3/98). This statement of Ibn Abbas could indicate Taqgich or indicate that its
rulings are different from permanent marriage.

- Ibn Abbas’ failure to revert to permissibility: Both narratives that Jassas cited to prove Ibn
Abbas’ reverting are debatable. The first narrative is documentarily Morsal and contains Tadlis
(cf., Ibn Asaker, 1415AH, 40/416; Zahabi, 1413AH, 6/140-141) and in terms of Delali, there is
no connection between marriage and divorce (such as separation in case of apostasy, annulment
of marriage, and maledict) (cf., Shafiei, 1403AH, 5/52; Shirazi, 1417AH, 4/472; Sheikh Mofid,
1424AH). The second narrative also refers to «group marriage» which has no similarity to
Mut’ah and was prohibited by the Prophet Mohammad (Bokhari, 1401AH, 6/132).

- Rejecting the limitation of the meaning of marriage: The application of the word «marriage»
to Mut’ah has been present in the same Sunni sources (such as Tabari, 1412AH, 5/9; Qurtubi,
1364AH, 5/132) and also during the time of the Prophet Mohammad. The reasons given by
Jassas for excluding the meaning of marriage to permanent marriage are incorrect.

- Examining the rulings on the dddah, inheritance and separation: The Sunnis’ denial of
<Iddah and other rulings related to marriage from Mut’ah is due to the invalidity of Mut’ah
itself, while from the Shiite point of view, Mut’ah has its own specific rulings, including the
<Iddah of separation (two menstruations) (Ash’ari, 1408AH; Koleini, 1407AH, 5/447) and the
<Iddah of death (four months and ten days) (Sheikh Sadough, 1413AH, 3/465). Also, the lack
of inheritance in Mut’ah is not a proof that it is not a marriage, just as in cases such as marriage
with a Zammi woman or a murderer, there is no inheritance, but the marriage contract is valid
(Sheikh Mofid, 1424AH; Bayhaqi, no-date, 6/217).

- Proof of the validity of the news of permissibility: Jassas’ argument on the priority of
prohibition due to the punishment of abandoning a prohibition (Al-Jassas, 1405AH, 3/75, 100)
has no place here; because the prohibition of a permissible matter itself requires a good reason
so that there is no distortion in the religion. The narrative of Ibn Masoud, which clearly indicates
the Prophet Mohammad’s permission for Mut’ah (Koufi, 1409AH, 3/391; Neysabouri, no-
date, 4/130), confirms its permissibility. The claim of the community of the companions on

prohibition is also in conflict with explicit narratives that attribute the prohibition only to Umar
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(such as «Mut’ah was practiced during the time of the Prophet Mohammad, and I forbid it and
punish its perpetrators» (Al-Jassas, 1405AH, 3/102)).

- Rejecting the analogy with the sale contract: The analogy of marriage with the sale contract is
not correct, and if it is comparable, temporary marriage is more like a lease contract (ownership
of the benefit) than a sale contract (ownership of the thing).

- Proving consensus on permissibility: The numerous and explicit narratives that narrate the
permissibility of Mut’ah during the time of the Prophet Mohammad and attribute its prohibition
only to the time of the second caliph (such as the narratives of Ibn Masoud and Jaber (Al-Jassas,
1405AH, 3/96, 101; Azdi, no-date)) refutes the claim of consensus on prohibition.

Conclusions

A review and critique of the opinions of Sunni commentators from the second to fourth
centuries AH, especially the Jassas’ detailed evidence, shows that their evidence in denying
the implication of verse 24 of Surah Nesa on temporary marriage and proving its prohibition
is not sufficiently strong. These arguments face documentarily serious challenges (weakness
of narrators), implication (internal inconsistency and conflict with other texts), and wording
(incorrect restrictive interpretations). In contrast, historical, narrative, and interpretive evidence
testify to the preservation of the ruling on the permissibility of temporary marriage and the
correctness of the Shiite interpretation of verse 24 of Surah Nesa. Therefore, the view of Sunni

commentators on this matter cannot reject the Shiite interpretive view and prohibit Mut’ah.
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Objective: The decrease in the marriage rate, which has consequences such as social
problems and a decrease in population growth, is one of the fundamental challenges
of contemporary society and is of concern to jurists. The present study was conducted
in the realm of Imamieh jurisprudence with the aim of critiquing and examining the
narrative «Hallat al-Ozubah» which is stated in support of a celibate life.

Method: The present research was conducted in the realm of Imamieh jurisprudence
using an analytical-documentary method based on jurisprudential arguments and with
an [jtihadi perspective.

Results: The results of the studies show that the aforementioned narrative was considered
correct from the perspective of the ancients, but from the perspective of the later ones, it
lacks documentary authority. The narrative literally implies that «celibacy is Halal» and
not «obligatory celibacy». Even assuming the acceptance of the documentary validity
of the narrative and the other party’s interpretation of it, this interpretation conflicts with
a set of narratives that introduce marriage as a recommended and emphasized matter.
In addition, based on the context of the narrative, it is considered necessary to solve the
problems of livelihood in the end times through wise measures, and the recommendation
of marriage is removed in those circumstances, and only its permissibility remains.
Moreover, according to the content of some narratives, humans are obliged to the
previous rulings, and until a definitive abrogation is found, the same rulings are applied.
Therefore, the previous validity of the recommendation of marriage will continue in the
end times.

Conclusions: The narrative «Hallat al-Ozubah» neither indicates the necessity of
celibacy, nor can it be a definitive document for promoting a celibate life. Even if the
documentary validity of the narrative is accepted, due to the conflict with other narratives
supporting marriage, the previous validity of the recommendation of marriage will still
be continued. Therefore, the teachings of Imamieh jurisprudence generally emphasize
the importance and recommendation of marriage, and a celibate life does not have a
binding jurisprudential position.
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Introduction

The low number of marriages and the spread of delayed marriages are important social and
moral challenges of contemporary society, which have consequences such as a decrease in
population growth, the emergence of social problems, and the trend of society towards an aging
population. In addition to its economic and social dimensions, this issue has also gained special
importance from a jurisprudential perspective, because some have argued for the permissibility
and even the recommendation of a celibate life in the end times, citing a narrative attributed
to the Prophet Mohammad that Ibn Fahd Helli has narrated in his book «Al-Tahsin fi Sefat al-
Arefiny. According to this narrative, it is permissible to abandon marriage in the end times due
to the difficulty of earning a living through the Halal means. The group interpretation of the
narrative «Hallat al-Ozubahy is such that marriage is considered forbidden in the end times.

The present research was conducted with the aim of examining the documentary and content
of the mentioned narrative and reviewing the issue of a celibate life in the light of the principles
of Imamieh jurisprudence. In jurisprudential books, there is no deep and focused discussion on
the subject of celibacy, and only a few lines were found in these books (cf., Naraqi, 1415AH,
16/13; Shobeiri Zanjani, 1419AH, 1/44; Nasiri Vatan and Imani, 2020). The main question of
the research is to what extent the narrative «Hallat al-Ozubah» can indicate the necessity of

celibacy and the sanctity of marriage in the end times.

Method

The present study was conducted in the field of Imamieh jurisprudence using an analytical-
documentary method based on jurisprudential arguments and with an Ijtihadi perspective. In
this research, in a scientific confrontation with the narrative «Hallat al-Ozubahy, the principle
of issuing the narrative (i.e., discussion of authenticity), the mode of issuance (i.e., the motive
of the Infallible for speech, behavior, and narrative) were examined. In addition, the principle of
the emergence of the narrative in the claim and how it appeared and the intention of emergence,
i.e., whether in the primary understanding of the narrative, the intention of the holy lawgiver is

consistent with other evidence or not, were analyzed.

Results

Examining the validity of authenticity of this narration shows that, according to the earlier
scholars, an authentic narrative is a narrative that requires trust; that is, it is consistent with
the general principles and narratives of that subject, is accompanied by evidence that makes it
trustworthy and reliable, and its focus is more on the text of the narrative and evidence, even
though there is a kind of weakness in the authenticity of the narrative (Sheikh Bahaei, 1414AH).
Based on this basis, although the narrative «Hallat al-Ozubahy is not mentioned in the famous

narrative books, given that the correct meaning can be stated for it and it does not contradict the
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general principles, it requires trust and is considered authentic. On the other hand, according
to the well-known later scholars of Rejal, who consider an authentic narrative to be one whose
authenticity is connected to the Infallible in all categories by just and Imamieh narrators, the
narrative «Hallat al-Ozubah» does not have a valid authenticity (cf., Sheikh Bahaei, 1414AH).
This narrative is authentic, because the late Ibn Fahd Helli, who lived in the 7th and 8th centuries,
directly narrated the narrative without mentioning the chain of transmission between himself
and Ibn Masoud (from Ibn Masoud), and he also narrated from the Prophet Mohammad.

In terms of implication, the narrative literally implies that celibacy is Halal and not obligatory
celibacy. The argument of those who believe that the narrative implies the prohibition of
marriage is based on two main arguments. The first argument, the appearance of Halal in a
general sense, and the second argument, the prohibition of a prelude that leads to a forbidden
act. In criticizing this view, the mere claim that «the creation of a religious ruling of Halal for
celibacy in the end times is void and will not be issued by a wise person» alone cannot be a clue
that what is meant is Halal in the general sense that is consistent with the obligatory ruling of
the obligation of celibacy; because the statement that marriage is permissible in the early days
of Islam is not a proven statement, but there are many narratives (cf., Hor Ameli, 1409AH,
20/13) that prove that marriage is recommended in general and at any time.

Assuming the correctness of the authenticity and the presence of evidence in the claim of the
necessity of a celibate life, this narrative conflicts with many narratives about marriage that
speak of strict recommendation and in some cases indicate the necessity of marriage. Among
these narratives is the one in which Imam Sadegh said: «Whoever abandons marriage out of
fear of need and poverty has indeed offended Allah with an evil thought» (Koleini, 1407AH,
5/330) and «Whoever abandons marriage out of fear of poverty has indeed offended Allah
with an evil thought». God says: «If you were poor and needy, God would enrich you from his
bounty» (Ibn Babewayh, 1413AH, 3/385). Allameh Tabatabaei in the book Masabih (quoted by
Mohaghegh Najafi, 1404AH, 29/13) stated in order to prove the Kefaei obligation of marriage:
«But the Kefaei obligation means the obligation of marriage through which the human race is
preserved, is definitive. Even if the people of a city refuse to marry, the Sharia ruler can force
them to marry so that the human race does not disappear».

Considering the context of the narrative and other narratives about the end times, the meaning
is «Be careful that marriage does not lead you to depart from religion and lose the signs of the
Sharia». The context of the narratives about the end times indicates that these narratives do not
prevent or discourage marriage, but rather refer to an external matter in the external reality that
increases the attention and care of Muslims. It is stated in the science of principles: «Ifa command
comes after a prohibition, or conversely, a prohibition comes after a command, the implication
of their correspondence, that is, an implication of obligation in the command and an implication
of sanctity in the prohibition, is not intended, but rather an ironic meaning is intended; that is,

the sanctity has been removed and in the latter, the obligation has been removed» (Rouhani,
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1413AH, 5/301). Since the initial ruling of marriage is its recommendation, after the advent of
this narrative and assuming that it implies the sanctity of marriage, it can be said that since this
prohibition comes after a command that implies recommendation, therefore in the end times the
recommendation of marriage is removed and its permissibility remains; as a result, it is still not
possible to rule on the prohibition of marriage.

The practice of the previous validity is accepted by all jurists. The story of the previous validity
in this issue is that marriage in the early days of Islam was a certain and recommended thing
and there is no room for any doubt about it, as many narratives indicate it. If in the end times its
ruling is doubted by such narratives, since it is not definitive and there is no valid evidence that
is specific to the end times, the duty of the ignorant to rule is to refer to the practical principles
that have been laid down for him/her. The principle that is appropriate for the ruling on this
issue is the previous validity, because there is a certain precedent that is recommended, and its
survival in the end times is doubtful. As a result, by implementing this previous validity, the
recommendation of marriage will also be established in the end times. According to the content
of some narratives, an individual is obligated to follow the previous and established rulings until
a definitive abrogation is found (cf., Ibn Babewayh, 1395AH, 2/348; Ibn Babewayh, 1395AH,
2/348). It is also stated in narratives that what the Prophet Mohammad has made Halal will
remain Halal until the Day of Judgment, and what he has made Haram will remain Haram until
the Day of Judgment (cf., Saffar, 1404AH, 1/148).

Conclusions

The results of the studies show that the aforementioned narrative was considered authentic from
the perspective of the ancients, but from the perspective of the later ones, it lacks documentary
authority. The narrative literally implies that «celibacy is Halal» and not «obligatory celibacy».
Even assuming the acceptance of the documentary validity of the narrative and the interpretation
of the other party from it, this interpretation conflicts with a set of narratives that introduce
marriage as a recommended and emphasized matter. Moreover, based on the context of the
narrative, resolving the problems of earning a living in the end times is considered necessary
through wise measures, and the recommendation of marriage in those circumstances is removed,
and only its permissibility remains. In addition, according to the content of some narratives,
humans are obligated to the previous rulings, and until a definitive abrogation is found, the
same rulings are applied. Therefore, the previous validity of the recommendation of marriage in
the end times will also continue. Accordingly, the narrative «Hallat al-Ozubah» neither implies
the necessity of celibacy nor can it be a definitive document for promoting a celibate life. Even
if the documentary validity of the narrative is accepted, due to the conflict with other narratives
supporting marriage, the previous validity of the recommendation of marriage is still continued.

Therefore, the teachings of Imamieh jurisprudence generally emphasize the importance and
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recommendation of marriage, and celibacy does not have a binding jurisprudential position
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Siavash and Sudabeh in Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh, as well as identifying and examining
the global similarities of this story.

Method: This study was conducted using the analytical-documentary method of written
works related to the research topic.

Results: The findings showed that the character of Siavash in Shahnameh, as a symbol of
purity and innate purity, has structural and semantic similarities with figures such as the
Prophet Joseph and the Prophet Abraham; in such a way that despite unjust accusations,
he accepts captivity and death in exile, but resists Sudabeh’s sinful temptations and
endures the difficult test of passing through fire to prove his innocence. This story also
has parallels in the mythologies of other nations, including the story of «Rama and
Sita» in Indian mythology, «Jo Wang and Sudagi» in Chinese mythology, and «Phaedra
and Hippolytus» in Greek mythology. From a psychological perspective, the main
characters of this story are compatible with the concepts of the id, ego, and superego
in psychoanalytic theory. Siavash’s upbringing is a manifestation of the archetype of
the «wise old many and his tests are an example of the «hero’s test». In addition, the
character of Sudabeh manifests the «negative animay..

Conclusion: The story of Siavash and Sudabeh in Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh is a narrative
beyond a tragedy that contains hidden mythological, educational, and psychological
layers. This story, while having common features with the mythologies of different
nations, can be examined as a model for moral education and analysis of the archetypes

of characters
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Introduction

One of the important factors influencing the culture and civilization of a people is the literary
works and masterpieces and poems of the great poets and thinkers of that people. This important
element plays a significant role in culture-building and culture-burning. Among these works is
Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh, which is considered a symbol and manifestation of the history and
culture, customs, habits and beliefs of ancient Iran. Ferdowsi’s eternal epic plays a significant
role in the formation of Iranian culture and ethics. One of the important, instructive and influential
stories in the individual, family and social ethics of Iranians is the story of Siavash and Sudabeh
in Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh, which in some ways is similar to the story of «Joseph and Zuleikha»
in the Quran. For Iranians and Persian-speaking people, Siavash is considered a national Joseph
and is a symbol of purity and innocence of the soul in contrast to Sudabeh’s sensual, lustful and
sinful desires. Examining this Iranian story and myth will help young people, Iran lovers, and

Islamic-Iranian believers better understand myths (Eslami Nadoushan, 1997).

Method

This research was conducted using a documentary-analytical method and using library
resources and written works related to the research topic. In this research, first, the importance of
myth and symbols was examined and then the story of Siavash and Sudabeh in the Shahnameh
was analyzed. This story was also studied in a comparative manner with its examples in other
nations, such as the story of the Prophet Abraham, Ramayana, Hippolytus and Sudagi. The
main sources used were the authoritative correction of the Shahnameh by Khaleghi Motlagh

(2007) and related mythological and research texts.

Results

The findings showed that the character of Siavash in Shahnameh, as a symbol of purity and
innate purity, has structural and semantic similarities with figures such as the Prophet Joseph
and the Prophet Abraham; in such a way that Siavash accepts captivity and death in exile despite
unjust accusations, but resists the sinful temptations of Sudabeh and endures the difficult test of
passing through fire to prove his innocence. This story also has similarities in the mythologies
of other nations, including the story of «Rama and Sita» in Indian mythology (Miki and Das,
2000), «Yin-Giao and Sudagi» in Chinese mythology (Koyaji, 1974), and «Phaedra and
Hippolytus» in Greek mythology (Eslami Nadoushan, 1967).

From a psychological perspective, the main characters of this story are compatible with the
concepts of the id, ego, and superego in psychoanalytic theory. Siavash’s upbringing by Rostam
is an example of the «wise old man» archetype, and his tests are an example of the «hero’s
test». Moreover, the character of Soudabeh is a manifestation of the «negative animay» (Jung,

2014). In this story, Soudabeh is the symbol of the «id» (the pleasure principle), Siavash is
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the symbol of the «superego» (conscience and idealism), and Keykavus is the representative
of the «ego» (the search for balance between the id and the superego) (Alavi Moghadam and
Sadeghimanesh, 2015). Ferdowsi sings in expressing these symbolic concepts: «Do not know
this (Shahnameh) as a lie and a fable / do not think of it as the same as the banal and entertaining
stories of the day»; « Whatever is understandable and acceptable to reason from it (Shahnameh)
/ what goes beyond that has deeper meanings» (Firdowsi, 2009, 1/12).

In a comparative study, the story of «Rama and Sita» in the Ramayana has many similarities
with the story of Siavash, including loyalty to the covenant, perseverance in the face of trials,
and the role of intrigue in advancing the tragedy. In both works, the moral virtues, self-control,
chastity, and respect for elders are emphasized. In Chinese mythology, the story of «Jo Wang and
Sudagi» also has a striking similarity with the story of Siavash in terms of the theme of forbidden
love, intrigue, and trial by fire. Koyaji (1974) points out the structural similarities and even the
similarity of names between these two epics. In addition, the story of «Phaedra and Hippolytus»
in Greek mythology, which was recreated by Euripides and then Racine, has a striking similarity
with the story of Siavash and Sudabeh in terms of the theme of the unrequited and sinful

love of a stepmother for her stepson and its tragic consequences (Eslami Nadoushan, 1967).

Conclusions

The story of Siavash and Sudabeh in Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh is a narrative beyond a tragedy
that contains hidden mythological, educational, and psychological layers. This story, while
having common features with the mythologies of different nations, can be examined as a model
for moral education and analyzing the archetypes of characters. Siavash as a symbol of purity
and innocence of the soul and Sudabeh as a manifestation of filth and negative anima, along
with an intermediary character like Keykavus, display the three main parts of the psyche (the
id, ego, and superego). The educational role of the «wise old man» like Rostam in cultivating
a moral hero like Siavash is important. As Hafez Shirazi points out: «Do not pass this stage
without the guidance of Khezr (a helper) / it is darkness, be afraid of the danger of going astray»
(Hafez Shirazi, 2020). This story and its global similarities can be considered as a model for
the younger generation to persevere in moral virtues and avoid sin, in light of the guidance of

knowledgeable educators.
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